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Next issue: 

Say something to 
the New President! 
We will be publishing Letters to the 
new president in the next CROWN. 


Give her or him advice; tell her or him 
what to expect. 


This one’s an open open forum; faculty 
and staff are welcome to comment as 
well as students (of course). 
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COMMENTARY, EDITORIAL OPINION, & RESPONSE 
DENNIS VANSTAALDUINEN--EDITOR 


| I say "PoTaTo" | 
| Dennis VanStaalduinen—editor | 


I'm proud of my parents. 

Now that's a reversal, isn’t it? Usually it’s 
the parent that says, “hey, that’s my kid!” at 
some Christmas play or other, beaming with 
pride at the child’s achievement (playing as she 
is the vital role of angel number three, and not 
squawking on too many notes like the kid beside 
her did). Parental pride always seems mingled 
with some surprise as well: “Isn't it amazing 
what my kid can do? I've never seen her do 
that before!” A parent must know that the child 
will grow up, but that’s not the point; although I 
am cognizant of the fact that after winter comes 
spring, each new year I am surprised by the fact 
of spring, by the sheer brightness of it. I'm 
sure my parents watched me in a youth-long 
state of surprise, vicariously exalting in my 
successes, feeling guilty with me at my many 
failures. 

But at the end of it, they let me go. That’s 
why I’m proud of them. They advise me now, 
but they no longer feel the need to govern me as 
they did when I was younger. I’m still a stupid 
kid in many ways, but now that's my problem, 
not theirs. When I came to Redeemer, I had to 
learn to make my own decisions. It must have 
been hard for my parents to watch, but this, 
after all, was what they'd been training me for. 

I've never been a parent myself, but I've 
had intimations of how that must feel. Last 
Friday, I stood and watched a fantastic 
coffeehouse. Jill Brooks and I organized the 
first coffeehouses four years ago. And in the 
beginning we struggled, and we tried to be 
wise, and we even tried to shape them after our 
own wishes. But two years ago I gave up 
managing Coffeehouse Incorporated and 
discovered—surprise surprise—that it didn’t 
need me any more. For although I helped it 
come into existence, it was never really mine. I 
was only a caretaker. Even now, although the 
organizers (and in this case VA?) are doing a 
great job with it, it doesn’t belong to anyone, 
but to everyone. I have to recognize that it has 

longer have a claim on it, 
and that it would be wrong to control it. 

And if coffeehouse has grown up at all over 
the years, that’s because the college is growing 
up too. I’ve been here a long time (he says, 
stroking his long, grey beard) and I've seen it 
happening. This place is much richer and 
deeper than it was in my first year, and it has 
more potential now than it has ever had before. 
The student body is more dynamic, more 
spiritually alive, deeply committed to the well- 
being of the school, and more mature. Vast 
potential is here. But we'll only be able to 
fulfill our potential if we're permitted to mature 
fully, if we're treated as adults, if Redeemer 
learns to let go 

I'm not always proud of Redeemer College 
Last week it disappointed me--made me 
ashamed actually--as if my parents were trying 
to ground me, their twenty-four-year-old son, in 
front of a crowd of people. And I've felt this 
way too many times before 

Great gains come with great risks and we 
will make mistakes. But cut the apron strings; 
shove us from the nest; /et us make mistakes! 
Be there, show us the right way, but don’t feel 
obliged to make us follow your advice--at least 
not as often as you'd like to. And listen to us; 
you might learn something (or at least avoid 
some problems). We left parents at home; they 
let us go; we don't need another set 

I'd like to take this opportunity to say three 
things directly to those entrusted to overseeing 
the college: first, even parents must learn to 
exchange paternalism for fraternalism. It's hard 
to make the switch, but for love, and for the 
sake of preserving a long-term relationship, it is 
necessary. Second: give up any notion that 
Redeemer College is here to shelter anyone 
from anything--it's not! It's here for learning, 
for challenging, for making mistakes, and for 
finally getting it right. Finally, as for recent 
and not-so recent mistakes: the old aphorism, 
"it's never too late to say you're sorry,” is 
wrong. It's always too late to say you're sorry. 
That's why you're saying sorry 

Learn to be fraternal now or the rest of 
Redeemer's history will be a litany of hollow- 
sounding apologies. Surely we can be more 
than that. 


Although gentle and loving in disposition, all 
we could get out of the new president was 
“One plus one is two, one plus one is two..." 


University or Daycare? 


Dear Editor, 

Locked out again! There we were at the 
Rec Centre movie night when one of us, we'll 
call her Jane, looked at her watch. “Oh no,” 
she exclaimed, “we’ve got thirty seconds to 
make it back to our dorm in time for cur- 
few!” Although we wanted to stay for the 
last half of the movie, we made a mad dash 
to the door, tripping over one another on the 
way. When we got back to our dorm, all the 
doors were already locked and the windows 
too! Isn’t it funny that the school would have 
an all-night event for us and expect us to 
make it back in time for curfew, we all 
though silently. Then we sat on the porch 
and cried until the next morning when 
Christine, our R.A., let us in. Obviously the 
story is a joke, but then again, so is having 
curfew. 

When our parents dropped us off here in 
September, they didn’t say to President 
DeBolster, “Make sure she eats her vegeta- 
bles and does all her homework, and have her 
in the dorm by 2:00 a.m. during the week and 
1:00 a.m. on Saturday nights.” Instead, they 
said to us, “Be careful, rely on God, and do 
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your best, “ and in one case, “Don’t tell 
anyone you're an American until you make a 
few friends.” 

Our parents trusted us enough to let us 


live on our own and make our own decisions; 


we wonder why Redeemer College can’t do 
the same thing? We are not here to be baby- 
sat; we are here to get an education, not only 
through books but also in life. We are 
supposed to receive more responsibility and 
freedom when we get to college but instead, 
we as a dorm have noticed that we had more 
at home. 

A few months ago we wrote letters to 
Mr. Cooke requesting university status. If 
we want to be called a university, we should 
start acting like one. University, in our 
minds, is a balancing between academics, 
extracurricular activities, and independent 
living. We appreciate being taught the 
Christian aspect on all areas of life, but to 
learn and grow we must be allowed to make 
our own decisions based on the way we've 
been brought up. Through the confidence of 
others in us and continuous prayer, we'll be 
able to make the right ones. 


Dorm 23 
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Toilet Paper Trauma 


To the editor-- 

Has anybody figured out the new toilet paper 
dispensers in the washrooms yet? It happened 
to me again today. There was a new roll, and 
I started to pull on the little tail hanging out 
the bottom--it tore off instantly. Not that I 
was yanking it, mind you. I learned long ago 
that only the most gentle, feminine, caressing 
motion has any hope of success. 

You see, there is a humongous roll of 
toilet paper in that contraption. Not only does 
one need to overcome the friction that one 
finds in all rolling dispensers, but that huge 
roll creates extra friction (from Intro physics: 
frictional force is proportional to the normal 
force, in this case the weight). But even 
more, the size of the roll creates an enormous 
moment of inertia which must be overcome in 
order to get it rotating, and thus to get the 
tissue off (Intro physics again: moment of 
inertia is a measure of resistance to spinning-- 
figure skaters twirl more easily with their 
arms at their sides than extended). So the 
size of the roll increases both the friction and 
the moment of inertia, making it difficult to 
turn the roll and get the tissue off. 

All this wouldn't be a problem if the 
tissue were sturdy and resilient. But each roll 
of this stuff contains a 1000 kilometers of the 
most ultra-thin half-ply tissue I have ever 
seen. I put a sheet of it on the book I was 
reading--I had no problem reading the text 
underneath! I know we don’t need embroi- 
dered hankerchiefs to wipe our bottoms, but 
this is taking economy too far! 

Indeed, at a certain point economy starts 
to be self-defeating. When after I am done 
Standing on my head, reaching into the mouth 
of that toothed beast in order to find the 
stupid end that invariably winds up being 
half-way up the side, requiring me to rotate 
the roll (the little knob on the outside does 
help) until the end gets down to the bottom 
where with careful scraping I can get it to 
come unstuck from the rest of the roll and 
start pulling again--when I do get the roll 
started again and it doesn’t break once more, 
requiring me to repeat the process just 
described (sometimes several iterations are 
required)--when I finally do get that sucker 
rolling, you better believe that I take a 
GOODLY handful! It’s not just spite either: 
I want at least fifteen plies of this diaphanous 
“Dutchman’s Delight” toilet paper in my 
hand before I feel protected enough to get 
down to business. 

So, to all you parsimonious 
Netherlanders who approve of this stuff 
because it’s half price, let it be known that | 
now take FIVE times the amount of toilet 
paper as I ever did before when we had the 
old, tried and true, God save the Queen, 
standard imperial roll! Hah! So much for 
your economizing! 

With clean hands 
and a not-so-pure heart, 
Lawrence Howe. 


Letters continued on the next page 
oe oe oe 1 al a rr 


Letters to the editor may be mailed to 
the preceding address, mailed on campus 
via Redeemer's inter-campus mail system 
(ICM) or submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251. 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space 
permits. All submissions must be signed. 

Submissions for the next issue must be 
received by; Thursday, January 13, at 6 
p.m. 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community. 


The following people are CROWN staff members. A staff member is someone who has contributed to three or more issues of the CROWN. 
¢ J.D. Alkema, Stephen Altena, Wendy Baxter, Michael Brinkman, Grace Haveman, Carl Jagt, David Geoffrey Koudys, Diana Mostert, 
Rebecca Neutel, Winston Neutel, Peter Ton, Rob Vrieling * 
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ART RAGE: Community Objects to Langbroek Show Closure 


by David Banga and Shelley 
Hogeveen 


The fate of the George Langbroek 
exhibition hung uncertainly last week as 
administration wavered on the decision to 
close the exhibit early. 

Justin Cooper had his ears full with the 
displeased art society 
because of the 
decision to close the 
George Langbroek 
exhibition on the 
ninth rather than the 
thirteenth of Decem- 
ber so that the display 
would not be up 
during the choir’s 
Christmas concert. 
However, after a 
tense week of 
discussion and 
reaction, Cooper 
decided to rescind his 
decision and open the 
issue back up to 
discussion with other 
members of the 
exhibit’s committee. 
The display is 
expected to remain as 
originally scheduled, however, these events 
have provoked staff and students to voice 
their feelings of insecurity in the Administra- 
tion’s support of the arts in the college, and 
the need for that trust to be rebuilt. 

The exhibit itself has faced controversy 
from the start due to the main focus on the 
nude body, as a beautiful creation of God. In 
anticipation of misinterpretation among 
viewers of the etchings, the Art Department 
invited George Langbroek to conduct 
explanatory tours of his work in order to 
provide the education necessary to understand 
his intent. In addition, two etchings, that may 
have been deemed inappropriate and offensive 
to viewers due to their depiction of God, were 
not hung, in a joint decision among members 
of the committee including the artist. Ac- 
cording to Rick deGraaf and all other 
committee members, this decision was made 
in cooperation, realizing the need to protect 
the interests of the artist, the rest of the 
exhibit, and to be considerate of the sensitivi- 
ties of staff and students. 

However, early last week Cooper 
announced that the exhibit would be closed 
four days early so that it would coincide with 
the choir concert and the audience that would 
be present. 

Dr. Moreby of the Art department 
described the situation surrounding Cooper’s 
decision as “...A violation of trust in a 
commitment made communally and broken 
unilaterally...” Meanwhile, in an interview, 
Cooper stated that this was not a unilateral 
decision, rather, it was made by himself, 
administration, staff, board members, and 


that the artist himself was consulted. Yet, 
according to Moreby, “These six (members of 
the committee, consisting of Moreby, 
Langbroek, curator Corina Bos, Rick Degraaf, 
Hugh Cook, and Cooper) were not included in 
the decision, so it is a unilateral decision as 
the wording of this letter (the Administration's 
letter to Langbroek) demonstrates.” 


Corina Bos, after being informed by Dr. 
Moreby, also promptly responded to Cooper 
that she felt he was breaking a written contract 
and a verbal agreement and of the negative 
effect the move would have on the artist. 
After this initial meeting, Cooper agreed to 
sleep on his decision and recontact Bos. In 
turn, Bos stated that Langbroek agreed to the 
early closure decision only after having been 
informed by Bos of the situation that day, and 
again after being contacted by Cooper later 
once the decision had been already made. 
Says Bos “...he (Langbroek) was hurt and 
disappointed in the narrow vision...” the 
administration demonstrated. He also went on 
to say that the Administration seemed to 
follow the conservative minority the majority 
of the time. “ 

In an interview and in an open meeting 
held on Friday, December 3, Cooper stated 
his reasons behind his choice to close the 
exhibit stemmed from a sincere concern for 
the sensibilities of concert attenders who may 
be unexpectedly exposed to and possibly 
offended by the exhibit, due to the location of 
the gallery outside the auditorium and the 
inability to control entry. He stated that the 
College should be given credit for educating 
viewers and supporting the arts in that the 
show was held as long as it had been, but it 
was also right to remove the exhibit at the 
appropriate time. In an interview he he 
expressed hesitancy that “education could 
happen in a meaningful way...”.when the 
option was suggested that perhaps art students 
and the curator could be present on the night 
of the concert to provide explanations to 
viewers, (options that were again suggested at 


Continued from Page 2 p 


We are Not Dutch! 


Dear Editor, 

To begin, we would like to say this: We 
are not Dutch! 

Okay, we admit that we do have a Dutch 
background, and we have been influenced by 
some Dutch traditions, but does this give you 
any reason to call us Dutch? Let us prove to 
you that we are not Dutch: 

1, We cannot read or speak the Dutch 
language. i.e. “Groente Soep” (Dutch for 
”77) can be found in the Food Store. What is 
it though? And why Dutch instructions? We 
have failed to use this “Groente Soepe” for 
fear of our lives, But “smackeluk eighten” 
anyways! 

2. We do not eat meat and potatoes for 
supper every night. At home--back at the 
ranch--we were lucky if we ate this “Dutch 
meal” once every two weeks. 

3. We were not born in Holland, we 
have never been there, and we have no desire 


to go there, thus making us true Canadians. 

4. We sometimes call our Grandmas 
“Oma,” but only because they like to hear 
that. 

5. We must admit we do like “dropjies,” 
but we like Chinese food better, Does this 
make us Chinese? 

6. We do not celebrate “Sinter Klass” on 
December 5. We celebrate Christmas on 
December 25 along with our fellow 
Canadian friends and family. 

7. We do not know how to make 
“doilies” (those white, round crocheted 
things) and we never plan to make them 
either. 

8. When we think of Dutch people's 
feet, we think of them as being covered with 
wooden shoes, Do you see us walking around 
Redeemer College with wooden “klompen” 
on? No. 

With all this proof you must be forced to 
conclude that we are not Dutch, “Dankje - 
vell!” 

Jennifer Dykstra and 
Marisa Vander Veen 


the meeting by students), 

However, by Saturday December 4, the 
news was released that Cooper had rescinded 
his decision and that the issue would 
definitely go back to the exhibit’s committee 
by Tuesday. 

At the open meeting itself, Justin Cooper 
demonstrated his willingness to hear student 

: response and 
concerns, Students 
made clear that they 
no longer felt secure 
in the support of the 
administration toward 
the arts. Lisa 
Wiggers stated that 
once the decision to 
hang the etchings had 
been made, the 
college had a 
responsibility to stand 
by it. In turn, 
students voiced 
concern that the 
interests of the 
wallet-holding 
support community 
were being placed 
ahead of student’s 
education, and that 
the school was placating rather than educat- 
ing people regarding art. 

Both Justin Cooper and Mary Leigh 
Moreby have expressed desire to rebuild the 
trust between administration and the col- 
lege’s arts community. Moreby expressed 
pleasure that this dispute had ultimately been 
“resolved in a Christian way” and with 
student input. She stated that Cooper had 
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News Release: 


recognized that the central issue of the dispute 
was a hurtful breach of trust, and expressed 
sincere desire to rectify that situation. Yet, 
says Moreby, the next challenge will be to 
ensure that this situation does not reoccur in 
the future. 

“Art invokes response,” says Moreby.” 
We (the professors) are paid to look into new 
ideas, to encourage students to work and 
struggle with new ideas, not with comfortable 
ideas.”. 

Moreby expressed hope that perhaps the 
transition to a new president will provide a 
fresh opportunity for new vision and openness 
in the college as well as encourage the support 
community to give to give the college the 
benefit of the doubt when presented with new 
ideas in the arts. 

In George Langbroek’s opinion, the 
reaction his work has received results from 
individual views of salvation and total 
depravity. “As soon as some people see a 
figure without clothes, they think it’s pornog- 
raphy. There is the idea that God made 
clothes for Adam and Eve after sin. Yet, in 
Christ, we have gotten new eyes and can see 
the beauty of creation again.” 

Langbroek also gave advice to both art 
students and administration by saying “as long 
as the administration stays open and honest 
with whoever is being responsible, keep doing 
what you know is right.”, 


(editor's note: after the writing of this article, 
Justin Cooper met with the concerned parties. 
The artworks will stay up through the Concert 
until the date originally agreed upon. DVS) 


Open Letter from Justin Cooper, Vice President Academic 


As we recognized together in the open forum on December 3, Redeemer College must 
become more of an academic community, in which we talk and struggle together as adminis- 
tration, faculty and students about what it means to carry out the educational task of the 
College responsibly. To be such a community includes demonstrating a Christ-like attitude in 
which we respect and deal openly and honestly with one another and are willing to lay down 


our lives and positions for one another. 


Unfortunately, despite good intentions, the process of decision-making related to the 
current art exhibition was not a good example of this. Because of a lack of communication on 
both sides, misunderstanding and division were treatening to gain the upper hand, especially 
in the decision to close the exhibition on December 9. Therefore, in consultation with senior 
administrators, this decision was withdrawn for further discussion. 

This action was taken in recognition of the fact that I did not sufficiently consult with 
those involved in the installation of the exhibition in arriving at this decision, something for 
which I have apologized. Therefore, this group of people (Corina Bos, Hugh Cook, Rick 
DeGraaf, George Langbroek, Mary Leigh Morbey and myself) has been called together to 
review the rationale for the decision and the factors which led up to it and to formulate its 


recommendation. 


It is my hope and prayer that this action will help to restore a sense of mutual trust and 
respect and, more importantly, will contribute to our working together more effectively as a 


Christian academic community. 


Presidential Candidates: Short List 


Dr. M. Elaine Botha: 


Professor & head of Philosophy Dept. at Potchefstroom University, Potchefstroom, South Africa 

1959 -B.A. Psychology, Sociology, & Social Work, Potchefstroom University; 1960 -Honns. B.A Social 
Work, Potchefstroom University; 1964 -M.A. Social Work, Potchefstroom University; 1970 -D.Phil, 
Cultural Studies, Potchefstroom University; 1971 -D.Phil., Systematic Philosophy, Free University of 


Amsterdam. 


(Dr. Botha spent some time at Redeemer in 1992 under a Pascal Centre research Fellowship) 


Dr. Justin Cooper: 


Vice-President Academic & Associate Professor of Political Science, Redeemer College 

1972 -B.A., Philosophy (minors in History & Political Science), Trinity Christian College; 1972-1974 - 
grad. studies at Institue for Christian Studies, Toronto, 1976 -M.A., Political Science, University of 
Toronto; 1986 -Ph.D. Political Science, University of Toronto 


Dr. Jacob Ellens: 


Associate Professor & (until this semester) Dean of Students, Redeemer College 
1972 -A.B,, History (minors in Philosophy & Sociology), Trinity Christian College; 1972-1974 -grad. 
studies at Institue for Christian Studies, Toronto, 1976 -M.A., Political Science, University of Toronto; 


1986 -Ph.D. Political Science, University of Toronto 


Dr. Harold Heie: 


(until recently) Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of Messaiah College 

1957 -B.M.E., Mechanical Engineering, Polytechnical Institute of New York; 1959 -M.S.M.E., 
University of Southern California; 1961 -M.A., Aerospace & Mechanical Science, Princeton University; 
1965 -Ph.D., Aerospace & Mechanical Science, Princeton University. 


According to the front office, these procedures remain to be completed before a new president is in place. 
A. One formal interview with Presidential Search Committee which will be supplied with comments from 
B. five less formal interviews with 1. the Faculty, 2. the Academic Council, 3, the Staff, 4. the Student 


Senate Executive , and 5, the Alumni Executive. 


C. On the basis of the doccumentation and input provided and the interviews which it conducts, the 
Presidential Search Committee will prepare a recommendation and ranking of the candidates for the 
Board of Governors. After receiving the documentation and recommendation of the Committee, the 
Board will interview the candidates, establish the final ranking and extend a five-year appointment to 


the approved candidate, 
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o-ed Housing? 
Well, sort of. 


by Agnes Stehouwer 


Co-ed housing has been a sort of non-issue 
(sort of like the Rice Krispies “non-colour” 
issue) on the Redeemer College campus 
How 
ever, off-campus there is an uncontrolled 
experiment which so far has been quite 


because of the obvious implications 


successful. This experiment is in its second 
year and is still taking place, in that little 
green and white house everyone passes by on 
the Kitty Murray circuit 

In this small dwelling live five women 
and two men, together, yet apart. The guys 
live in the basement while the girls live 
upstairs with only a thin door between them 
As one can imagine, sometimes life gets quite 
interesting, especially since the guys are so . 

unique 

The walls and ceilings are pretty thin 
and, along with the heating ducts, we can 
hear some pretty unusual things. Often at 
some unearthly hour these guys decide it’s 
time to wrestle, and then all we hear is this 
Strange, primal moaning which makes us 
quite curious. We're not sure why this 
happens, but we can only hope it won’t go on 
too long 

A more practical aspect of this arrange 
ment is showering. If we take showers 
together. ..um.. . If we shower at the 
same time ...um.. . If Tim/Mike is taking 
a shower downstairs, then the water pressure 
upstairs is really low, so we have to wait tll 
they're done. Fortunately, because of our 
different schedules this hasn't happened much 
this year. 

Despite the strange circumstances of this 
arrangement, we all have a good time living 
together. Sometimes we'll share meals, or 
we'll borrow food, and we'll visit each other 
(especially when we need to borrow Tim’s 
car), but most important of all, we have fun 
together 

When the stress gets to be too much, we 
go nuts. Last week, after a strange session of 
silliness, Mike and Tim decided to pull out 
the heating duct that goes directly into 
Christine and Barb’s bedroom. Well that was 
interesting especially when someone started 
pouring water down into Mike's room! Well, 
of course this started what turned out to be a 
full fledged water fight with cups of water, a 
super-soaker, elastics and lots of running. It 
was sheer craziness tll about three in the 
morning 


Mike and Tim are very special. Mike, 


upucmunsg ayipy Mq 0104 


as many of you know, has had lots of 
experience with chemistry and physics and he 
loves to experiment with whatever he can. 
This is most obvious in his cooking since he 
is likely to set off the smoke alarm at least 
once a month, possibly more if the batteries 
are left in! Tim, the man with sixteen 
majors, is a bio-head who loves music (and 
partially clothed fish). He plays his innumer- 
able electric guitars often, and he loves to 
listen to his music LOUD 

Living with boys that are not my 
brothers has been an enlightening experience 
that [ will carry with me through memories 
and really scary nightmares. Too bad life is 
not always late night visits to Tim Horton's 
and peculiar sights and sounds from the 
depths of our newly refurbished house 
only problem is that there are only two of 
them and five of us--we can’t fit into one car! 


The 


Senate: It Keeps Turning and Turning and Turning... 


by Grace Haveman 


The meeting on November 29 began with 
prayer followed by the amendment and 
acceptance of the minutes from the previous 
meeting. The President’s report was the first 
topic on the agenda. Dan began by announc- 
ing to Senate that Rey. DeBolster would like 
those who have received a reply from David 
Cooke to respond. Senate will again take 
care of the mailing procedures. Dan also 
reported the results of the Senate Round 
Table. The “Apartments Proposal” did not 
receive support in any form by the Apartment 
Dwellers who were present at the meeting. A 
petition made by the present apartment 
dwellers was also read and discussed. Pete 
Ton motioned that Senate withdraw their 
support for the “Apartment Proposal.” After 
discussion on this motion Senate held a vote. 
The results were: 7 in favour and 4 absten- 
The motion carried, Senate also 
formed a consensus that Pete and Alma will 
create a survey in order to get input from all 
students on the proposal, 

The Vice President's report came second 
on the agenda. Pete addressed three con- 
cerns. The first concern was regarding the 
possibility of composting. Pete will bring up 
this concern with Henry Janssens. Another 
concern that was discussed was the fact that 


tions. 
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two people would like to move out of 
residence after this semester and have a 
refund because they have already paid 
housing for next semester. Pete will pursue 
this concern with Fred Schat. The third 
concern raised was a question of whether it 
is possible to put a couch in the carpeted 
area across from the music pod. Pete will 
respond to this concern. 

Grace presented the results of how well 
students are paying for their laser printer 
copies. In the month of November, 4925 
copies were made but only 3528 copies 
were actually paid for, This means that 
Senate is $139.70 short as far as payment 
goes. Senate decided that a bigger sign in 
front of the printer might produce some 
more action. Time Out notices will also be 
made. 

For the Activities report, Derek gave 
Senate a list of events which included: 
Capture the Flag--November 30, Coffee 
House--December 3, Rollerskating 
December 7, and the banquet is booked for 
January 28, 1994, 

Lisa reported to Senate that the new 
Volunteer Board is in place. She also 
reported that the Winter Retreat has been 
scheduled for January 14-16, 1994 and the 
theme for the weekend will be “Prayer.” 

Grace closed the meeting with prayer, 
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Classroom 
Experience: 
What Really 
Happens in 
Kindergarten 


by Brenda de Boer 


As an education student this semester I have 
had the opportunity to work in an actual 
classroom environment. Education students 
are sent out on teacher assisting placements 
at various schools in Hamilton for two 
mornings each week. I have been a teacher’s 
assistant in a kindergarten class at Our Lady 
of Lourdes School in Hamilton. It has been 
an enjoyable experience as well as a great 
learning experience. 

You may wonder what the typical day in 
a kindergarten classroom is like. Well, for 
one thing, an awful lot goes on in a kinder- 
garten class ina day. Opening exercises 
include attendance, the singing of “O 
Canada,” announcements, and morning 
prayers. Following this the children are sent 
to various activities, some being more 
structured than others, There are many 
learning centres including reading, writing, 
painting, playdough, puzzles, cut and paste 
The teacher-directed activities are generally 
done in small groups. Activities continue 
until it is time to Udy up for snack time. 
After snack time my supervising teacher or I 
will read the children a story, which is 
followed by some more activities. At the 
end of the morning the children tidy up, say 
closing prayers, and get ready to go home, 

The kindergarten classroom is always 
full of activity. There is never a dull day as 
different things are happening. The children 
are always full of energy and enthusiastic 
about learning. On given days there are trips 
to the gym or the computer room. The great 
variety of activities makes each day new and 
interesting. This has been a good experi- 
ence. It has been a lot of fun and it is nice to 
have an idea of how a classroom operates. 
Through this experience I know that I will 
truly enjoy being a teacher. 
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Student Feature: 
Steven Hitchcock 


by Brian Aukema and Rich Zekveld 


For this week’s student feature, we pulled in 
another student from another Redeemer 
suburb: Coventry, England. Meet Steven 
Hitchcock. He now lives with his family in 
Burlington, Ontario, about forty-five minutes 
away. Let's hope he doesn't have any eight 
o'clock classes. 

Steven grew up in the small town of 
Coventry, England, where they have coffee at 
precisely 10:30 a.m. and tea at precisely 3:30 
p.m. If you skip tea, they are not amused. Of 
course, now that the family is here in Canada, 
life is not as structured. According to Steven, 
“Things are flimsy.” Coventry is an old city 
with an interesting history, maintaining a 
much slower pace of life than here. People 
do more activities with friends and less 
watching TV. “After all, they only have four 
TV stations over there anyways; you don’t 
have much choice.” Also, they did not have 
to learn French in school; German is the 
second language. 

When Stephen was ten, he immigrated to 
Canada from Coventry, England. In 1985, 
his dad was transferred from the head UK 
office of Massey-Ferguson to Toronto. After 
much prayer, his parents decided it was the 
right thing to do 
was the worst thing that could happen. “~My 
life is finished!’ That's what I said 
moved during the winter, and found it kind of 


Steven, however. decided it 


They 


cold here 

When they arrived in Toronto, they wer 
kept in a downtown hotel for eight weeks. It 
was supposed to take six weeks for their 
furniture to arrive, but it took eight because 
of a shipping strike. It was like one big 
holiday. It took away the pain of leaving 
They got to see the big city, a city other than 
London school. He 
hated the public school in his new hometown 
of Oakville. One of the reasons was that no 
one seemed to care for the students. He had 
one teacher who put the class to work and 
then watched the Blue Jays game on TY at his 
desk. If the students wanted to ask a ques 
tion, they had to line up at his desk and wait 
for a commercial break. “I think he got fired 
in the end.” 

In grade 10, his highschool closed down 
and he transferred to Queensway Cathedral 
School in Toronto. He loved the Christian 
atmosphere there, and enjoyed his highschool 
years. He went on several mission trips 


Then came the shock 


during his time there to places such as 
Trinidad, Jamaica, Italy, Estonia, and 
Sweden. 

He heard about Redeemer at Queensway 
from a fellow church member who worked in 
the Redeemer general office and from a 
Redeemer alumni named Dave Wilson. 
Redeemer’s promotional tour included 
“bombardment” with videos, slides, et cetera, 
and the rest is history. 

Steven likes Redeemer; Steven apprect- 
ates the Christian aspect in education and the 
small class sizes as he did at Queensway. He 
finds that students at Queensway live thei 
Christianity in much more of a vibrant way 
than some students here; he did find some 
differences in the Christian atmosphere. 
Being off campus, you get more work done, 
but on the other hand, you miss the non-stop 
social aspect. 

And in case you were wondering, he’s 
no relation to Alfred. 
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Slow Down; Be Quiet; Come & Pray 


by David Hartley 


Why don't I pray? 

I'm busy--talking, cramming for papers 
and tests, playing games, making food, 
eating. And my mind is cluttered. There's a 
lot on my mind (or at least it feels that way). 

I don’t like slowing down and being 
quiet, to be honest. It’s too vulnerable a 
feeling for me. I'm left to think about my 
life, past and future, and many times it raises 
big questions. In other words, it’s too heavy, 

Like most, I pray the required minimum 
(pre-meal, pre-bed, and pre-tribulation), but 
this rarely satisfies and I carry this deep-down 
longing to be a man of prayer. This desire is 
choked out most of the time by the continous 
clutter of life. 

Is this longing some psychological 
religious guilt that has attached itself to me 
after countless sermons on prayer or is it a 
real created need inside of me? 

God spoke this message to Jeremiah: 
My people have committed two sins: [1] they 
have forsaken Me, the spring of living water, 
and [2] have dug their own cisterns, broken 
cisterns that cannot hold water (2:13). 

Today, | think Jesus is saying the same 
to many of us. “/ am the Spring of living 
water. / am all you need. But you don’t 
come fo Me! Everywhere you go [even 
church], every relationship you have [even 
marriage], everything you fill up your time 
with will not be enough. Stop digging and 
come to Me. You need Me.” 

Our pride blocks us many times from 


Winter Retreat: 
Origins of Prayer 


The Winter Retreat is coming and for 
all of those who want to know about 
the Spiritual life of Redeemer Col- 
lege, we asked the five W’s (and then 
some), of Lisa Numan. Here are her 
somewhat verbose answers. 


When is it? January 14-16 


What is it? A weekend get-away for 
Redeemer students offering fellow- 
ship and meditation. 


Why do we have it? The Spiritual 
Retreat is a time for reflection, 
renewal and recommitment to serve 
the Lord. 


Who’s it for? It is for all Redeemer 
Students. There are, however, only 
50 spots available. 


Who is speaking? Neal Hegeman is 
presently the pastor at the Independ- 
ent Reformed Church in London, 
ON. Previously, he was a 
missisonary in the Dominican Repub- 
lic. 


What is the topic? Origins of 
Prayer. 


Where is it? Camp Shalom, Cam- 
bridge. 


What is the cost? $25.00 if you are 
on the food plan. $35.00 if you are 
an off-campus or appartment dwelling 
student. 


How can we sign up? You can sign 
up in Student Life. 


Any more questions? Talk to Eileen 
Fallon or Lisa Numan. 


knowing and feeling the depth of our need for 
Jesus. We need His forgiveness, His 
cleansing, His love, His encouragement, His 
daily repairs and adjustments, but we stay 
away. Why? 

Maybe we're not aware that God is 
really listening. Our experiences with people 
may make us think Jesus listens like others 
do. He doesn't. His love is perfect. He is 
patient, and He knows how to listen. 

We pray “thank You for today, please 
take care of things” and then go on our way, 
not realizing that the invisible, powerful God 
longs to spend real time alone with us and to 
be a close part of our everyday experience. 

Prayer is not bringing God up to date on 
what's happening in our lives. He already 
knows. Prayer is building a relationship with 
the One we will be spending eternity with. 
It’s getting our life filled with His. 

It's hard to break out of our 
prayerlessness, But we must or else we are 
destined to frustration and fruitlessness. We 
were made to be attached to Jesus. 

Jesus said “I am the Vine, you are the 
branches. If a man remains in Me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from Me 
you can do nothing. If anyone does not 
remain in Me, he is like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are 


picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If 


you remain in Me and My words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
given you. This is to my Father’s glory, that 
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples. As the Father has loved Me, 


so have I loved you. Now remain in My love 


I have told you this so that My joy may 


be in you and that your joy may be complete” 
(John 15:5-9,11), 

There’s a lot of competition for our 
attention and time. Prayer requires making 
time. For me, it ultimately means getting to 
bed earlier and setting the alarm earlier, and 
it means opening up my whole day to His 
presence. We have to pray that God would 
open our eyes to see the power in prayer, to 
see it like He does and for the deceptions 
inherent in prayerlessness to fall off us. 

We are God’s people--“dearly loved chil- 

dren” (Ephesians 5:1), “rescued from the 

dominion of darkness and brought into the 
kingdom of the Son He loves” (Colossians 
1:13). Let’s not harden our hearts against 
Him, but draw closer to our Creator. 

“For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are--yet was without 
sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive 


mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 


need . . . and since we have such a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near 
to God with a sincere heart. . .” (Hebrews 
4:15,16; 10:21,22). 

I’ve spent years with a proud, cold heart 
towards Him and He has never deserted me. 
Now I feel the tug towards a humble, soft 
heart. I hope this article encourages you to 
pray. We need to direct each other towards 
Jesus, that’s our main calling as friends. 


CALL TO PRAYER 


We need each other's prayers. In talking to 
others I think the appropriate way to cover 
this campus in prayer is the following: 


(1) your dorm - daily pray for everyone 
in your dorm 

(2) your Bod Book row - weekly pray 
for everyone on your Bod Book picture 
row 


If just one of us in each picture row takes this 
advice to hear, all of us will be prayed for 
once a week. Let's start praying. 


God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble. Submit yourselves then to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
Come near to God and He will come near to 
you (James 4:6-8). 


If My people, who are called by My 
name, will humble themselves and pray and 
seek My face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land (II 
Chronicles 7:14). 


He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord He is my refuge and my 
fortress, my God in whom [I trust (Psalm 
OTs 1:2); 


BIBLICAL FEMINISM 


by Peter Moelker 


Since its beginning in the early nineteenth 
century, feminism has taken many different 
forms. Conservative, liberal, and radical 
feminists are but a few of the variations 
which have emerged over the centuries. The 
feminist ideology is one which is not 
exclusive to secular society, but has perme- 
ated the church as well. The attempt to unite 
feminism with Christianity has produced a 
new term which we call “Biblical femi- 
nism.” It is hard to give feminism, as a 
whole, any definition which we can call all- 
encompassing. Therefore, to define Biblical 
feminism, we need to be very careful in 
assessing its view of the Bible and the role of 
feminism in the Christian church. Biblical 
feminism needs to be defined in order to 
understand what place it has, if indeed it has 
a place, in the context of a Christian world- 
view. A look at the development of the term 
will provide the necessary background for 
understanding the two basic principles of 
Biblical feminism, where we find a new 
interpretation of the Bible as well as a new 
definition of the genders of humanity and the 
gender of God. 

The Evangelical Women’s Caucus 
(EWC) was a group founded in 1974 whose 
members saw themselves as the crusaders of 
God's truth about the equality of the sexes. 
This organization was in agreement with 
traditional Christianity and believed in the 
infallibility of the Bible. However, they also 
believed that, when properly understood, the 
Bible could be shown to support the basic 
equality of the sexes. This group differed 
from traditional Christianity on the subject of 
the ordination of women and the role of 
women in marriage. After a controversy 
involving the apparent endorsement of 
lesbianism, the EWC experienced a split, 
with the remaining members renaming 
themselves the Evangelical and Ecumenical 
Women's Caucus. Evangelical Christian 
doctrine was no longer compatible with the 
views expressed by the EEWC. 


A new group, Christians for Biblical 
Equality (CBE), was formed, consisting of 
members who had broken away from the 
EWC. This group believed in the Bible as 
the inspired Word of God, and they also 
held the belief that Scripture taught the full 
equality of men and women. 

It would seem that the conservative 
stance, which was once held by Biblical 
feminism, changes quite quickly into a more 
liberal religious feminism. Evangelical 
Christians who, at one point or another, 
embrace the position of Biblical feminism 
appear to inevitably head towards a more 
radical type of feminism as time progresses. 
If this trend is indeed the tendency of 
Biblical feminism, then it may be possible 
that evangelicals, feminist leaders, and the 
CBE may be headed toward the same fate. 

Biblical feminism changed the tradi- 
Uonal interpretation of the Bible in order to 
use the Bible to support the feminist 
definition of equality. In true Marxist 
fashion, feminist liberation theology argued 
that, since women have been a class of 
people generally oppressed by men, the 
interpretation of the Bible needs to focus on 
the liberation of women. Biblical feminism 
did not change Bible doctrine to the extent 
that feminist liberation theology had done, 
but instead of the theme of liberation, 
Biblical feminists chose the theme of 
equality and used that as the lens through 
which to view and interpret the Bible. In 
doing so, New Testament passages, which 
dealt with distinctive male\female roles, 
came under extreme scrutiny. Biblical 
feminists argue that, as it says in Galatians 
3:28, “In Christ there is neither male nor 
female... .” The problem is that the 
context of the passage is not taken into 
account, Equality between man and woman 
is seen as the stripping away of any prede- 
termined gender roles which are imposed by 
society. 

The infallibility of the Bible is some- 
thing which is considered to be elementary 
in traditional Christianity. However, 
Biblical feminism sees the role of women as 


a progressive development, and not a Biblical 
for-all-time truth. The truths of the Bible 
came to be considered as relative and subject 
to modification. If male and female roles 
were subject to relativism and evolutionary 
changes in culture, then other teachings could 
also be changed. Biblical feminism ques- 
tioned the inspiration, inerrancy, and unity of 
Scripture. Women’s experience and their 
definition of equality became the judge of the 
usefulness and relativity of the Word of God. 

Biblical feminism suggests that sin, 
present in humanity, is gender dependent. 
Since the “fall”, man’s sin has been the 
tendency to dominate women, while women’s 
sin has been the acceptance of that domina- 
tion. At Pentecost, men and women were 
equally filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
therefore, women are no longer subject to 
the constraints of the Old Testament patriar- 
chal societal structures. Biblical feminists 
believe in the right to define their role in the 
home and in the church. Furthermore, 
Biblical feminism allows for individuals to 
name themselves, theology, and Biblical 
doctrine. Eventually, a feminist world-view 
necessitates the renaming of God the Father. 

Biblical feminism places itself at the 
Same Starting point as some of the more 
liberal theologians of the early 1960's. The 
main points of contention are the ordination 
of women and “mutual submission” of 
husband and wife. The danger is that Biblical 
feminists place themselves over and above the 
Bible when it comes to the question of male 
and female roles. 

Biblical feminism is the attempt to join 
Biblical Christianity with feminism, It is the 
attempted correlation of a Christian base and 
a Biblical interpretation which expresses a 
sympathetic concern for the women's 
movement. In defining “Biblical feminism,” 
we can see that in the name of unity, the 
Bible is compromised, 


This article is based on the book The Femi- 
nist Gospel by Mary A. Kassian. 
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Random Thoughts on Who We Are 
by Professor Harry Van Dyke 


1. Redeemer College offers a beautiful opportunity to explore God's world in an academic setting where God 
is praised and his word is believed. 

2. Every Christian university student worthy of the name tries to live a unified life: eat, drink, read the 
CROWN, have fun, select courses, analyze problems, perform experiments, criticize the CROWN, examine 
theories, weigh evidence, conduct research, prepare for seminars, throw ball, spend time in personal devo- 
tions, pull harmless pranks, write for the CROWN-all to the glory of God. 

3. Redeemer College needs more students who choose to come here because of what they read on pages 1 
and 2 of the Calendar where our mission, basis, principles, and educational guidelines are spelled out. 

4. Neocalvinism is a new, updated form of Calvinism. It addresses the challenges of modern society in a way 
that sixteenth-century Calvinism could not do.’ 

5. One of the most critical challenges facing modern Christians is secular science. Neocalvinism has done 
much pioneering work in laying bare the presuppostions that go into scientific work. A bibliography listing 
over 400 titles of books and articles in the English language alone is evidence of this work. 

6. Studies show that in field after field, unquestioned presuppositions turn out to be the quiding principles that 
inform a discipline from its very first empirical observations to its most comprehensive theoretical consturcts. 
In the nature of the case, the choice for such principles is in turn quided by a scholar’s religious worldvies. At 
bottom, scholarship, like all human endeavours, is a religious activity. 

7. Show me what your point of departure is, and | will show you where you will end up. 

8. In scholarship, as everywhere else in life, the Christian has learned to say: “Principle against principle—for 
or against the Son of the living God.” (Groen van Prinsterer) 

9. Christian scholarship comes in three varieties: instrumental, incidental, and integral 

10. Instrumental Christian scholarship says: We shall pursue excellence in learning and so gain respect fo the 
Christian testimony of our scholars. Athletes for Jesus are our model. We need more PhDs for Jesus. 

11. Incidental Christian scholarship says: We shall keep all worldly learning at arm's length and reserve the 
right to repudiate excesses like biological evolutionism, historical materialism and psychological behaviour- 
ism 

12. Integral Christian scholarship, in seeking to penetrate an entire body of knowledge with the leaven of the 
gospel, says: We must rethink the way a discipline frames its questions, we must recast its basic concepts and 
in some cases reshape its very methodology, for our goal is nothing less than the inner reformation of 
scholarship 

13. Redeemer College stands for the inner reformation of Christian scholarship 

14. He who settles for anything less, settles for second best 

15. The last thesis is a tautology 

16. Tautologies, though frowned upon by logicians, are sometimes worth making 

17. A Christian college is a college that belongs to Christ 

18. A Christian college seeks to act stewardly with its resources 

19. Our library is starving for books. We are missing out on new issues that may soon be out of print. Our 
acquisition budget needs to go up drastically. To pay for it, tuition fees must go up 

20. We need to spend more money on teaching tools, A.V. equipment, computers. 

21. Salaries must remain frozen for as long as necessary. Adjustments for pay equity and inflation are the 
only exception to this rule 

22. Controversial statements in this series are the sole responsibility of their author, not the CROWN. 

23. The Christian character of Redeemer College is or ought to be evident in at least three areas: learning, 
teaching, and living together 

24. The teaching students pay for is to be fully Christ-centred, right down to the nitty-gritty of the subjects or 
disciplines 

25. The learning students do here is to mold their minds in such a way as to equip them for seving Christ in 
the workaday world of tomorrow, in whatever place He calls them. 

26. An extra bonus is enfoyed by all who do not commute to and from campus but actually reside on it. 
Living together is an opportunity to practise social interaction, mutual consideration and Christian forbear- 
ance, to build each other up also outside the classroom, and to play alternately at leadership and supportive 
roles 

27. Stone walls do not a prison make, nor iron bars a cage. Neither can codes of conduct enforced by 
Student Life prevent Redeemer students from living out their Christian freedom. 

28. When Christ has set your spirit free, you are free indeed. 

29. Putting on the mind of Christ enables us to do without a lot of things which otherwise are rightfully ours. 

30. For a Christian student everything is lawful, but not everything is helpfull or upbuilding. Let no one seek 
his own good, but the good of his fellow students. (Cf. 1 Cor. 10: 23, 24.) 

31. Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for then 
it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. (1 Tim. 4: 4, 5.) 

32. What this campus needs is a pub. 

33. A bar on compus is best run by students and administered by Ancillary Services. 

34. Redeemer's Tavern provides a place for a relaxing social drink. Our affluent society swings between 
alcoholism and teetotalism. The answer to alcoholism is not abstinence but social drinking modelled by 
mature Christians endowed with self-control. 

35. There are recovering alcoholics among us. We love them. So we give up alcohol altogether. A chapel 
talk last spring cured me forever of dreaming of a campus pub. | hereby recant Thesis 32. 

36. Whoever quotes number 32 in isolation, without numbers 33-35, anathema sit. 

37. We forego drinking because it is the right thing to do, not ‘because it may have a negative impact on 
attracting students or financial contributions 

38. The vision of the founding fathers in launching Redeemer College in 1976 was modelled in part after the 
Free University of Amsterdam 

39. The Free University was the first Neocalvinist university. Its first convocation and public reception were 
held in Oct. 1880. For weeks afterwards, church papers argued whether it had been right to drink toasts to 
the university and to have the bedel’s mace decorated with a numiature statue of Minerva, the pagan goddess 
of wisdom. Its first president, Abraham Kuyper, replied that Calvinists had not grown strong on chocolate 
milk. As for Minerve, they had merely copied the mace at Leyden University, a Calvinist university founded 
in 1575. As for the FU, it stood by its motto: “Our help is in the name of the Lord.” 

40. Abraham Kuyper was supported by a friend and brother in Christ, Willem Hovy, a millionaire owner of 
a beer brewery and a vinegar factory. The FU was funded by the gifts of God's people, including profits from 
the sale of beer and vinegar. Let us never forget that Redeemer College is co-funded by the gifts of God’s 
people, including profits from the sale of cookies, lumber, cut flowers and potted plants. Our community 
could use more millionaires who know themselves to be children of God. 

41. All our questions about Redeemer's identity are answered in its motto: Agnus Dei Omnium Rex, i.e. 
Lamb of God, King of All 

42. The “all” in our motto leaves nothing under heaven and on earth beyond the reach of the redeeming 
power of the gospel 

43. Independent housing was meant to be located along the road leading to Kitty Murray Lane. Pressures of 
time related to applying for a building permit caused the row of apartments to be erected between the first 
and the second parking lots, smack in the middle of supervised housing. When the college grows, foresight 
will enable us to rectify this earlier compromise 

44. The Administration has the perfect right to change the rules for living in the apartments, subject to 
approval by the President and ultimately by the corporate owners of them, as represented by the Board of 
Governors 

45. To change the rules in mid-course would violate the tacit understanding on which the apartments were 
leased, would in fact resemble a breach of contract. A fair and wise decision should probably not impose any 
changes until, say, the fall of 1995, leaving present occupants ample time to adjust their plans and look for 
hDusing elsewhere if they so desire 

46. Our operating budget depends for just over 60% on income from fees paid by students. It depends for 
nearly 30% on free-will gifts and donations. Of that, church donations amount to 7%, which averages close 
to half a million dollars a year. The Churches that support us financially belong, with but few exceptions, to 
one denomination only. When it is borne in mind as well that the founders of this institution also belonged 
almost exclusively to this denomination, it is not only understandable, it is fair and just that our college 
exhibits the outlook, life-style and other characteristics of the people that make up this denomination. 

47. The moment other denominations contribute significantly to the maintenance of the college, their input 
will grow proportionately. 

48. The input of non-Reformed contributors to the college will have to enhance and enrich the Reformed 
Christian character of the institution rather than dilute or compromise it. Otherwise we would witness a sell- 
out. 

49. “He who pays the piper calls the tune” may be true in practice, but not by rights. Whoever helps pay for 
Redeemer College must respect its Reformed basis and purpose and should expect it to be true to its Re- 
formed identity--in fact should insist on it, not by virtue of its dependence on private funding, but by virtue of 
its charter. 

50. The government of Ontario gave us a charter to operate a Reformed Christian college. 

51. The charter members of our college association believed firmly that seminaries and Bible colleges were 
not the answer to the crying need for developing a Christian mind and a Christian body of thought. 

52. The “St. Catherines Proposal” during the summer of 1981, to buy a government property and set up 
Redeemer College somewhere in the northern wilds of Durham county, made good economic sense. At the 
same time it would effectively have isolated us physically from the centres of culture, learning and urban 


by Shawn DeRaaf & Alison Gresik , Gi 


It seems absurd to devote two pages of this issue of the CROWN to the question of wi 
Redeemer is a Christian college. What a fruitless effort when the answer to this puzz 
glaringly apparent. One cannot help but see the truth in this matter, and our arguments 
be refuted. Only the most ignorant. blind, and dim-witted individual could contradict the 
we are about to explicate. 

From the first moment one arrives on this campus, it is blatantly obvious that Red 
College is anything but Christian. To call this school a religious institution is tantamo 
heresy. For one thing, Redeemer is not named after any saint, martyr or other well-h 
devotee of the church in whose steps we are unworthy to tread. Instead, it has been la 
with an obscure noun which no one could possibly connect with the Christian faith. 

If you scrutinize the name-bearing sign further, you will see that the street address | 
college is 777 Hwy. 53 East. Now as everyone knows, 666 is the number of the One-v 
name-is-unmentionable, and the difference between these two number is 111. But her 
frightening part: if you subtract 56 from 111 you get 55, which is obviously the number c 
between Hallowe'en and Christmas. And 55 is also the age of the president of Proct 
Gamble, a man who is a renowned worshipper of the One-whose name-would-cause-hot-f 
to-leap-from-this-page. 

If you make it past this blasphemous sign without being struck by lightning from You- 
where, you will lay eyes on a massive structure of atheistic architecture. One can tell th 
construction crew had anything but the church in mind when erecting this secular bu 
which insolently bears the shape of a “C,” clearly standing for Corruption, Chaos, and C 
The a would do better to form some holy and sanctified form, like the cross or the 
triangle. 

One progresses to the parking lot, where the gleaming chrome bumpers of cheap s 
transportation catch one’s eye. Why aren't they plastered with stickers displaying evar« 
slogans like “Honk if you love Jesus,” “In case of rapture this car will be driverless,” or “ 
bigger than any of my problems, including you"? 

One continues one’s tour if one dares, praying frantically and chanting liturgical cree 
Canons of Dordt will do, or any of the Acts of Synod) to protect oneself from evil influ 
and one makes one's way to the cafeteria. There the menu on the wall is flagrant in its on 
of various godly foodstuffs—unleavened bread, manna, figs or locusts and wild hone 
though we must admit that eating the boerenkoel served is a suitable penance for such : 
sins as not paying parking fines, or watching Star Trek on Sundays. 

Next stop is the chapel. As one enters the smell of incense is conspicuously absent 
is no golden altar on the thrust stage, and the Bibles are locked away in the vestibule in th 
of the auditorium. If one is fortunate (or unfortunate) enough to attend a service, one 
appalled at the lack of students present, and at the fact that the singing is in the vernacul 
not in a holy language such as Latin or Frisian. 

Thus our position is clear and indisputable. This college, with all its secular and h 
trappings, cannot bear the adjective “Christian.” Those who would claim that Christian 
not in outward symbols but in an inward desire to serve and glorify God are clearly delud 
say that Christianity lies in freedom in Christ and not in a set of rigid rules and requ 
contradicts the tradition of the church, and this view must be strongly discouraged. If Red 
wants to be known as a Christian college, it will have to rebuild from the ground up. Li 


A BIBLICAL BAS 


by Jeff Breukelman 


Recent events have once 
again brought to the surface a 
problem which has plagued this 
school throughout the time | have 
been a student here. This 
problem is the uncertainty as to 
what opinions (/plays/artwork/ 
etc) this institution should allow 
to use school facilities. This 
problem is neither superficial, nor 
easily solved. It stems from the 
fact that this is a Christian liberal 
arts institution. As a Christian 
institution we must take responsi- 
bility for what goes on in this 
building, including what artwork 
is displayed, what plays are 
performed, etc. As a liberal arts 
institution we must also allow all 
opinions a fair hearing. In doing 
so, we must allow the author of 
the opinion to state it in the 
manner he (or she) feels best. To 
do otherwise is to restrict the 
method of debate and therefor to 
control the debate and thereby its 
outcome. Yet there are actions 
and statements which are clearly 
unchristian. This being so, this 
institution should not take 
responsibility for these actions, 
and therefor cannot allow them. 

While these demands as 
stated above appears to be 
contradictory, | do not believe 
that these two demands are 
mutually exclusive. If they are 
then this institution, as it was 
originally conceived, is doomed 
to failure. However, | believe 
that Christian responsibility also 
shows a solution to this dilemma. 
I believe that we, as Christians, 
must be open minded to new and 
different opinions. We must not 
fall into the trap of refusing to 
consider any opinion that does 
not fit into our own interpretation 
of the bible and the world around 
us. The Christian church is not, 
and will not be correct in all 
things until Christ returns. | 
would suggest that we should ask 


the question: Is it biblical? Or 
even better, since there is a broad 
range of Christian freedom: Is it 
unbiblical? If it can be shown 
conclusively that a particular 
action (/play/artwork/etc.) is 
unbiblical, then that action should 
be censored. On the other hand, 
if it cannot be shown definitely 
then we owe it to the author and 
to ourselves to allow him (or her) 
to allow the argument (/artwork/ 
play/etc.) and to consider it 
seriously. Although few Chris- 
tians would disagree that 
unbiblical methods of argument 
have no place in this institution, 
there is an incredible range of 
opinion as to what, precisely, the 
bible actually says. So in order to 
avoid merely giving a new 
direction to the confusion about 
this issue, | suggest that since this 
is a reformed Christian college, 
the interpretation used should 
also be primarily reformed. 
Furthermore, | would suqgest that 
a committee be set up to set out 
a concrete series of biblical 
guidelines to give those who 
would like to display some art, or 
play, etc. some idea as to what 
will be allowed. This committee 
should consist of an equal 
number of students, faculty, and 
administration so that all mem- 
bers of this institution will be 
represented, 

Several themes should be 
presented through the guidelines. 
First and foremost of these must 
be freedom of expression, This 
is an institution of higher learn- 
ing, and as such we must allow, 
and in fact encourage ideas, 
opinions, and methods of 
expression that challenge our 
preconceptions, Only through 
such challenges will we grow 
because that which does not 
challenge our preconceptions 
only expands and entrenches 
them. | would even go so far as 
to suggest that unless a vast 
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. |What Makes Us 
" |Christian? 


to | by Dan Reilly 


ee Webster's dictionary tells us that a “college” is “an institution of higher learn- 
ed ing . . . providing a general or liberal arts education” and/or “an endowed, 
self-governing association of scholars.” The adverb “Christian” is defined as 


als something “of, pertaining to, or derived from Jesus Christ or His teachings.” 
a Redeemer fits Webster's definition of a Christian college quite well. 

he Like other colleges and universities, Redeemer is at heart an assembly of 
bss scholars. Scholars come together to pool resources, to engage in dialogue, 
nd to actively pass on their knowledge to another generation for the sake of 
= community. Students come to learn from these men and women. 

The basic way in which this college is Christian lies in the hearts of the 
of scholars, the staff which support their efforts, and the students whom they 
he teach. All the people who are truly committed to this undertaking have dedi- 
Sg, cated their lives to Christ. That dedication encompasses all of life and thus has 
e ramifications in all the various disciplines. Part of the goal of Redeemer is to 
: work out those ramifications. 


One group of scholars is struggling with post-modern art. One artist's 
nt attempt to apply his Christianity to post-modern art is on display. The com- 


hic munity of scholars is discussing the validity of the attempt and many related 

is issues. It is an over-simplification to say “we have nudes in the gallery.” What 
we have is post-modern art and all that it encompasses. 

he It is also an over-simplification to say we have alcohol on campus. We 

2s, have a place where mature students are afforded the opportunity to live out 

cols their Christianity with more freedom than is possible in the dorms. 

Al- We are not Christian because of what we do. We are Christian because of 

us why we do what we do and for whom. We're not so different from each 
other. We are all trying to apply our Christian faith to life. We all appeal to 

re the Bible as the ultimate truth. As long as our focus as scholars, and as 

ar potential scholars, remains on Christ, this place will remain a Christian col- 
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An Admissions Cousellor on: 
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ban of these activities and 
behaviour automatically provide 
the desired sanitized Christian 
identity. 


The individuals that | meet in my 
travels do not have the opportu- 
nity upon first introduction to 
meet the Christian community 
that constitutes Redeemer. From 
their distance they can only see 
the aforementioned controversial 
activities. 


by Mr. Shawn M. Stovell 


| struggle to find the words to 
begin this written reflection on 
the identity of Redeemer College, 
for it is an issue that I deal with 
daily as | travel across this 
province encouraging prospective 
students to consider Redeemer as 
a viable Christian university 
experience. For each time | 
delve into an explanation of the 
academic policies and programs 
of the college, I find myself 
having to elaborate more on 
Redeemer's social and institu- 
tional policies. 


To others, my identity is bound t 
the acting out of my faith in a 
dynamic Lord. The way in which 
I live my life numbs the religious 
words | may choose to describe 
my faith. Likewise, Redeemer's 
identity is bound to the policies 
exercised in governing academic 
processes as well as student and 
institutional activity. | believe 
that we need to cautiously 
consider the concerns of our 
transdenominational constituency 
in order that we not lessen the 
importance or impact of the 
unifying statement of faith that 
we all signed and uphold. 


The policies of Redeemer 
College are a tremendous witness 
to the surrounding community, 
prospective students and poten- 
tial supporters alike. These 
policies in essence are the daily 
exercising of our institutional 
statement of faith and principles. 
Unfortunately though, to many 
individuals that | meet, there 
seem to be discrepancies be- 
tween the chosen words and 
evidenced actions. 


Our unity and familial bond as a 
community is in the name of a 
risen Lord and Saviour. Each 
one of-us regulates our lives 
according to the personal and 
denominationally congruent 
expressions of this unifying faith. 
It behooves us therefore to be 


When | began my work here at 
Redeemer, | mistakenly thought 
that I was entering a Dutch bible 
college. It is now my responsibil- 
ity as an Admissions Counsellor 
to dispel that same mistaken 
identity in the minds of prospec- 
tive students and potential 


determined in our desire to supporters. How then shall 
establish institutional policies that become more accurate in my 
respects and reflects not only the description of Redeemer? What 
denominational and personal words of identification am | to 
diversity of our community, but use that are congruent with the 
also to develop policies that policies, procedures and activites 
uphold the integral unity as well. of Redeemer Reformed Christian 
? 
We allow smoking in designated “Al#3¢! 
areas on campus. At present, Having attended a public univer- 
alcohol is permitted on campus. __ sity and having worked at a bible 
Artistically argued nudes hang on college and seminary, my prayer 
our gallery walls. Individuals is for Redeemer to establish its 
choose their words according to —_ own distinctive identity and 
their own sense of decency. This supporting policies in order that 
however, fails to provide a we may get on with the task of 
publically recognizable and viable equipping people of various 


denominations to be effective 
stewards of their God given gifts 
and abilities. 
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” More Random Thoughts 


living for which the College was intended to prepare its students. The Durham location lost out when the 
Board decided to situate the college in or near Hamilton. Five years later we occupied our new premises, 
with its wall of windows wide open to God's world, thus symbolizing our character as a Reformed Christian 
institution, 

53. Separate Christian schools, from K through PhD, inevitably come at the price of some form of isolation 
This is a high price to pay, but it is still worth paying, 

54. Separatism makes a benefit out of a drawback. It holds that withdrawal rather than engagement ensures 
purity of doctrine and life. 

55. Neocalvinists oppose separatism with all their heart. They believe they must enter the strongholds of 
secular learning to expose its idols, drive out its demons, and reclaim it for the only lawful Master 

56. For many years, Redeemer College programs included a Guided Study Interaction component. Stu- 
dents took at least one course at McMaster or another secular university and were mentored along the way 
by a Redeemer faculty member. For many students it was their first bracing exposure to secular learning in 
the flesh, Some were surprised to discover that marxists can be nice people and behaviorists gifted teachers 
It taught them to look for the deeper issues that divide them from us. Meanwhile, scheduling and transpor- 
tation difficulties have caused these off-campud courses to be assigned to near oblivion. Guided Interaction 
must be revived! 

57. Triumphalism is the attitude that overestimates our contribution to the coming of Christ's kingdom and 
pre-empts the fulness of the kingdom at the consummation of the ages. 

58. In our fifth year of operation, a question arose among the faculty: To counteract triumphalism among 
us should we not put more emphasis on the piety of cultural withdrawal and tone down the Reformational 
language of our Basis and Principles? The Board of Governors appointed a committee to further specify 
what our identity was as a Reformed Christian college 

59. A believing approach to learning necessarily runs counter to an unbelieving approach 
60. Unbelief is present in many forms in the world of scholarship. Scholarship can deny God by passing 
Him by as an irrelevant factor held over from a bygone age. Scholarship can deny God by discrediting all 
evidence that points to His intimate involvement with created reality and by suppressing all accounts that 
witness to His involvement with it 
61. In many disciplines there is a conspiracy of silence regarding Christian interpretations and past Chris- 
tians achievements in the field. A christian college unmasks these conspiracies 
62. Secular universities study Burke, Marx, and Furet on the French Revolution, not Groen van Prinsterer 
At Redeemer we study all four. A Redeemer education is a richer education 
63. Crucial to our approach is the distinction between structure an direction. Of whatever phenomenon we 
study in the present world we ask two questions: What in it goes back to God's good creation (structure), and 
what in it is due to sinful distortion (direction)? 

64. The world and everything in it is given to humans to develop. It is good as it comes out of God's hand, 
but it is developed by humans in either harmony or disharmony with the Creator's intention for it 

65. “God did not create junk, nor will he junk what he created" (Prof. Wolters). We believe that we live in a 
good creation spoiled by sin, and that after Christ comes again to purge it from all sin we will live forever in 
the new creation renewed and restored to its original purpose: to display the beauty and majesty of its 
Maker. Until He comes, meanwhile, we distinguish between developments that honour His kingship and 
those that deny or defy it 
66. Another pair of concepts at the heart of our approach is common grace and antithesis. These are not 
in tension with each other but rather presume and compliment each other. God preserves His good crea- 
tion (common grace) despite evil and evildoers in it (antithesis), in order to redeem it from enslavement to sin 
and subject it to the wholesome dominion of Christ (antithesis), for the temporal benefit of all mankind 
(common grace). Our life finds meaning under this grand purpose 

67. The antithesis draws a sharp dividing line between submission to divine law and rebellion against it, and 
therefore also between Christian ways of thinking and secular patterns of thought. The antithesis goes even 
further. It calls forth “ideological” enmity between groups of people. It evokes spiritual warfare between 
communities in society. It sometimes separates friends. It separates warring spirits within my own heart 

68. What you understand by the kingdom of God says a lot about how you approach Christian education. If 
it is our future hope at the end of time, why bother? If it is a future reign of 1000 years, when should we 
start? If it is the kingship of Christ here and now, there is hope for your concept of Christian education 

69. Redeemer's venture into art and art history has a long term mission. Christians have not been able to 
spend as much time, talent, and effort in this field as they will no doubt be able to on the new earth. In the 
meantime the arts can only be ignored at our peril. More than ever before, they are a potent force in 
shaping man's outlook and mindset. 

70. Reformed people believe that resources and talent permitting, Christians should do all they can to orient 
themselves in this sector of culture, to study its history with its liberating developments and its sinful distor- 
tions, and to seek and be active in it in a distinctive, God-glorifying way. In part this is a catch-up operation, 
in part we have ancient credentials. In any case, this too is a legitimate field of Christian endeavour Must 
distrust and suspicion need to be overcome before we are able to Give artists a fair hearing 

71. The relation between Redeemer College and George Langbroek goes back to the days of Beach Boul- 
evard, our first location. This is the third time Langbroek's art has been on exhibit on our premises 

72. If the Langbroek works are removed from the gallery before the public concert on Dec. 10, we are in 
effect telling the public: we wish to hide from you what we have openly displayed until yesterday because we 
do not trust you to judge these art works as they ought 
73. The message of “Contemplations” revolves around the meaning of creation, fall and redemption in 
regard to humans, body and soul. 

74. Not everyone is entitled to his or her opinion. 

75. The Langbroek works should be judged in terms of artistic design, craftsmanship in execution, and 
“message.” | would grade them C, B and A respectively 

76. To judge from the guest book in the gallery, some viewers give Langbroek an F 
77. Those who hand out grades to art works need to base themselves on trained eyes and an informed 
aesthetic judgement. The last two theses lack such a basis 
78. It is a mark of Christian humility when an artist takes the trouble to explain his works in words. Save us 
from the pride that says, “My works speak for themselves.” 

79. Langbroek’s guided tour through his own exhibit is highly informative as well as disarming 
80. What the Langbroek exhibit lacks are audio-cassettes and earphones to hear the artist’s own verbal 
commentary on what he was trying to accomplish and how he evaluates the end results 
81. The Theatre Arts Department would have little to be proud of if it could say 30 years from now: We 
learned to act and put on plays, we had fun, we had our frustrations, but we survived 

82. Blessed is the theatre arts department that will be able to say in that day: We have grown in our 
understanding of the spiritual battle being fought out on the modern stage, we have argued and compro- 
mised, erred and been forgiven, and in the end we have gradually and patiently taught our students and our 
constituency to be more informed and discriminating in appreciating God's good gift of the dramatic arts 

83. Theatre in the Roman Empire was so crude and violent, lascivious and lewd that early Christians stopped 
attending it. Modern theatre is beginning to show similar traits; few fields tody have gone further on the 
road of iniquity. The time may come when we have to abandon it as rotten to the core. Until that day 
arrives, however, we are called to work in it with all our might, to preserve and purify this great gift of God, 
to His praise and to the well-being of our neighbour. Our theatre students deserve our support as they 
explore this minefield full of traps and pitfalls. Our theatre graduates need our prayers, that they may stand 
and not fall. 

84. A great danger facing Redeemer College is worldliness 

85. A greater danger facing Redeemer College is other-worldliness 

86. Our campus community suffers from spiritualism. Spiritualism narrows the Christian life to devotions 
and missions, narrows Scripture to morals and messages of comfort , narrows redemptive history to tales of 
the heroes of faith, and narrows “Christian History” to church history (see the magazine by that name). A 
case in point: our choir repertoire. While half the people on this campus are continuously falling in and out 
of love, our choir rarely sings a love song. For the same reason it hardly ever raises an anthem in celebration 
of nature. It scarcely distinguishes itself from the choir of the average Bible college. 

87. Our music department has unusual strengths in organ and hymnody. It works hard with the strong 
Reformational heritage of developing music for worship. We need more music majors to capitalize on this 
strength. 

88. A recurring theme in our chapel services is, “God is always there for us.” This source of infinite comfort 
and abiding strength can easily make us forget the challenge that comes to each of us: "Are we there for 
God?" to which the adequate response is, “Here | am, Lord; use me!” 

89. There is a war out there. It is a war between the powers of darkness and the kingship of Christ. Can he 
count on us in that war? 

90. Ask not what God can do for you, but what you can do for God. 

91. The text of these theses is being processed on a Neanderthal computer that is utterly incompatible with 
most other makes. Since CROWN staff has retyped it, I will not be held responsible for any errors in spelling 
or punctuation. 

92. Issues of the CROWN so far this year being proofread far better than in any previous year. 

93. Whoever inflicts 95 theses on his fellow creatures deserves to be put on a diet of worms. 

94. paler being posted, 95 theses should be bred and hatched over a period of weeks, preferably months, 
not ours. 

95. Since the days of the medieval university, theses have been posted on walls to elicit debate. They are 
meant to be attacked as well as defended (disclaimers notwithstanding), ak 
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Academic Council Report 


by Rob Vandebelt 


Welcome to the Academic Council 
Column--perhaps not the most exciting 
column you have read but it will be 
informative! The most recent meeting 
was held on Saturday, November 13, 
1993 (at 9:30 a.m. for those who are 
interested) and a number of the topics 
discussed are of direct interest to the 
students. 

Given Marlene Powers’ expected 
maternity leave, some of you may be 
wondering who will take her place 
Applicants are being considered and a 
temporary public services librarian should 
be hired by mid-December. A search is 
also underway for a new librarian, Other 
library priorities include increasing the 
acquisitions budget, “weeding” the 
current collection, completing access to 
the Internet network, and improving 
cooperation with the McMaster libraries. 

The council also spent time discuss- 
ing the Five Year Plan with the goal of 
improving Redeemer’s academic quality 
For example, there is significant interest 
in devoting time and money to the 
development of faculty teaching skills 
Another part of the plan is a renewed 
focus on the development of a “Reformed 
Christian orientation in teaching and 
scholarship.” This would involve making 
more of an effort to explicitly present the 
Reformed perspective (eg. introductory 
required course?) and might also be 
enhanced by the proposed Dooyeweerd 
Centre, another topic of significant 
discussion. However, given its larger 
goal of being shaped and directed by 
Scripture, Redeemer College is also 
committed to genuinely open and respect- 
ful dialogue with groups such as the 


emerging evangelical population on 


Staley Lectures Next Semester 


by Beth Ann Douma 


The Staley Foundation is once again hosting a series of Lectures here at Redeemer. For those 
of you who are unaware of their work, the Staley Foundation ts an organization that wishes to 
“further the evangelical witness of the Christian church with a particular concern for college 


campus, 

The student body may not have 
heard much from the May 1993 
Academic Council meeting. Therefore, 
a number of significant matters from the 
minutes of this meeting include: 

BIO 101, BIO 341, and BIO 342 have 
been changed from three credits to four 
(retroactive January 1, 1992 !!) 

-BUS 121 now satisfies the requirements 
for a social science core course 
-PED/EDU 325 has been added to the 
list of methodology options. 

new programs include a French 
Honours Major (which involves the 
“Redeemer in France” program) and a 
Four-Year Computer Science and 
Mathematics Major 

some more progress has been made in 
negotiating credit transfers with other 
universities (eg. University of Toronto's 
undergraduate programs) and Redeem- 
er’s degree has been accepted by 
McMaster’s graduate program (with a 
qualifying year of study). 

Finally, a collection of miscellane 
ous “bits and pieces” from the current 
meeting: 

-SOC 257 (Ethnicity) has been added 
and a course outline approved. 

-a new course outline was also approved 
for BIO 101. 

the Council recommended a person for 
the French appointment; however, the 
search continues for a lecturer for THR 
339; 

-the education department presented a 
plan to pursue indirect certification with 
the Ministry of Education (see Dr. John 
Vriend for details). 

Any questions, comments, queries, 
or otherwise on these matters? Your 
input is appreciated! 


students.” The Staley Foundation aims to expose students to Christian scholarship. 


rhis year’s Staley 
lecturer is Dr. Quentin 
Schultze, Professor of 
Communication Arts and 
Sciences at Calvin College 
Prof. Schultze will be 
given three opportunities to 
address the College 
community formally: in 
chapel on Wednesday, 
January 19th and in the 
form of two lectures on the 
20th 

The overarching theme 
of Dr. Shultze's lectures is: 
“Exposing the Popular 
Idols of Our Day.” 
Scultze’s chapel meditation 
is entitled “Supermarket 
Sweep: He-man and the 
Masters of the Universe.” 
The morning lecture on the 
20th is called “Tele- 
evangelism After the Fall: 
Is there Hope for Televised 
Religion?” while the 
afternoon lecture ts titled, 
“The Media as a Sacred 
Text: How to Exegete 
Popular Culture.” 


Faculty 
Column 


On Doing 
Nothing 


One of my favourite TV shows is 
Seinfeld. Now, Seinfeld (for those of 
you Star Trek fans who have little time 
for anything prior to the age of warp 
speed) is about nothing. In an episode 
last year in which Jerry and George 
were promoting a script they wrote for 
a new TV show about themselves (a 
show within a show), they argued that 
the unique feature of their new show 
was that it was about nothing. Nothing 
much changes in the lives of the four 
main characters. We enjoy their 
ongoing friendship as they deal with 
the ordinary, and often very mundane, 
matters of everyday life. What the 
show does is highlight these routine 
things: being tempted to park in a 
handicap spot when you can’t find a 
spot in a parking lot, the agony of 
leaving a lousy barber one has been 
going to for years, the difficulty two 
grown men have in building a friend- 
ship with each other. We laugh at the 
various ways that these four friends 
dea! with these everyday occurrences, 
and at their interaction with each other 
in the process. But we’re really 
laughing at ourselves—at how without 
thinking we react to those events of 
the day that we frequently describe, in 
response to the question, “What 
happened to you today?” as “Oh, 
nothing.” 

Why am I telling you all this? 
Because in response to the request to 
write this faculty column, I immedi- 
ately began thinking of some impor- 
tant issue to which I could speak. 
After all, 1 am a religion professor, 
dealing with the most foundational 
issues of life. Whether lecturing in the 
classroom or preaching Sunday 
mornings (which I frequently do), | 
should deal with some significant 
matter of God’s Word and world. 
Then, it dawned on me: I will write 
about the important issue of nothing, 
the kind of nothing that I think 
Seinfeld is all about. 

The sort of nothing that I have 
in mind is not laziness, boredom, nor 
blankness of mind. It is the kind of 
nothing that we set over against the 
projects, plans, and duties that we're 
usually occupied with day to day, But 
it’s nota nothing engaged in nothing; 
it is a nothing that does something. 
The something in which it is engaged 
can, | think, best be characterized as 
delight. It involves a delight in God, 
His world and the creatures in it 
simply for who they are. It’s the 
delight you get from enjoying a 
sunrise, a sunset, stars on a clear 
night, the symphony of sight and 
sound in a midnight thunderstorm, the 
colours of the leaves in the fall, the ice 
on tree branches on a winter morning. 
It's the delight from simply enjoying 
the company of family and friends— 
sitting around talking, playing a silly 
board game, or sharing a meal 
together. It’s the delight children have 
splashing in the bath, wrestling with 


their dad, watching a ladybug crawl 
over their fingers. It's the kind of 
delight that we can lose when we 
grow up, and which we sometimes 
recover when we see the world again 
for the first time through the eyes of 
our children. It's also the delight that 
artists—especially Christian artists— 
can help us to recover when their 
works highlight the beauty and 
wonder of the world in which God has 
placed us. Through such things and 
along with them, we experience 
delight in the God who made and 
sustains all these things. 

Of course, we can delight in 
things while engaged in projects, 
duties and plans. And the tasks in 
which we engage in the classroom, 
workplace, or our homes also give us 
great enjoyment. But it is all too easy 
to have the demands of the tasks 
overshadow the opportunity for 
delight: to get the job done, to achieve 
the goals, to move on to the next 
challenge 

For that reason I think that I 
need more nothing in my life. Nothing 
is something that I rarely do. I’m not 
sure if it's because of my German 
background, my Western activist 
orientation, or my Christian/Calvinist 
work ethic, Probably it's a combina 
tion of all three. I feel like I should 
always be busy doing something. (The 
way I justify watching Seinfeld 
regularly is by doing my exercises 
while it’s on!) But life is more than 
tasks and goals, creation is more than 
the raw material for human ventures, 
and people are more than workers and 
managers. 

This sort of nothing is found in 
the Bible. So many of the Psalms 
arise out of meditations, not just on 
God’s acts of redemption in history, 
but also on the wonders of the 
diversity of His creation. If God 
Himself delights in His creatures (Ps 
104:31), then so should we. In 
response to Job's questions God 
reminds him of His sovereignty 
through an extended mediation on the 
weird and wonderful creatures He has 
made. The Song of Songs contains 
expressions of mutual enjoyment by a 
man and woman in love. Even God's 
law, the subject matter of the longest 
Psalm in the Bible, is said to be the 
object of the psalmist’s delight (Ps 
119:16). Such meditations and the 
resulting expressions of delight are 
not merely passive, but entail active 
contemplation of the wonders of God 
and His world. And, while they 
encompass the use of these things in 
human life, their delightfulness cannot 
simply be reduced to that usefulness. 

So, I’m going to make it my 
goal to make room for more nothing 
in my life. I need it to gain that sense 
of wonder, enjoyment and delight at 
this world of fantastic diversity made 
by the amazing Artist-Creator- 
Redeemer. Don’t rush to enrol in my 
classes expecting to spend three hours 
a week doing nothing. I'll still have 
quizzes, exams, and papers to do in 
my classes. But when you pass me in 
the hall, and ask me, “What's new?” 
you'll need to hear me in a new way, 
when I answer, “Oh, nothing.” 


This column is for and about 
Redeemer's Faculty. Submis- 
sions from faculty members are 
welcome--nay, even strongly 
encouraged. 
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Here We Go a-Caroling 


by Dr. Bert Polman 


Now that you've finished writing that 
significant paper on the metaphysics of 
wearing a tonga to church, and have to face 
only the rigor (mortis) of a few quizzes next 
week, you may have time to experience more 
seasonal things: Christmas carols. In fact, if 
you've had the money to go shopping 
anywhere since Halloween, you'll already 
have heard lots of carols, for our friendly 
merchants are fond of using carols to seduce 
you into buying their wares during the five- 
times-twelve days before Christmas. 

The early carols were dance tunes 
(horrors!), often burdened with refrains, 
which were used by ordinary folk to celebrate 
all seasons of the year, not only Christmas. 
“Good Christian friends, rejoice” exhibits 
that dance character, as does “Lo, how a rose 
e’er blooming.” The medieval flair of such 
carols is still present in a modern concert 
piece such as Benjamin Britten's Ceremony of 
Carols, which someone in larger cities tends 
to perform each Christmas season. 

The folk roots of many carols is most 
evident in the lyrics, for these texts come 
from anonymous authors who failed REL 
104. With Hallmark Card fervour these 
folkies pictured baby Jesus pampered in 
huggies and surrounded simultaneously by 
swarthy shepherds and eastern wise guys, not 
to mention a veritable menagerie of animals 
and fowl. Any exposure to a Lesson & Carol 
Service in church or to any British choir’s 
recording of carols will convince you of such 
extra-biblical phenomena as Bethlehem’s 
weather (“See amid the winter snow”), fruit 


Cockburn’s Eclectic Christmas 


by Paul Hogeterp 


The Christmas season has become a time of 
struggle for Christians--a struggle to keep 
focus on the beauty and wonder of God 
breaking through into history and changing its 

irse forever. The commercial world has 

reduced anthems of this joyous celebration to 

muzak” and mere sentimentality to give us 
warmth in the dead of winter. 

Bruce Cockburn’s album, simply enutled 
Christmas, comes to reclaim the carols of 
Christmas from shopping malls and a 
desperate and opportunistic music industry 
Christmas is an eclectic collection of carols 
spanning both time and cultures. This 
Christmas album 1s a refreshing change from 
the majority of mass-produced Christmas 
music in that there is an earnest effort to do 
justice to the intent of the original songwriter, 
Chis means that Cockburn has gone to lengths 
to learn songs in their original languages 
whether they be in French, Spanish or even 
Huron. 

When listening to this collection you will 
immediately notice Cockburn’s “stripped- 
down” approach to the music. Cockburn has 
set down his electric guitars and instead plays 
both acoustic guitar and dulcimer. This 


by Rebecca Neutel 


King 


trees (“The cherry tree carol”), the real 
mode of transport of the Magi (“I saw three 
ships come sailing in”), and the delight of 
talking animals (“I, said the donkey”), 

In more recent times these folksy 
creations are enriched by heavy-duty 
theological tomes such as “Hark, the herald 
angels sing” and “O come, all ye faithful” 
(whose descants are best sung by the angelic 
boys’s voices of King’s College Oxford), by 
the moralisms of “Once in royal David's 
city” (whose most offensive stanzas are 
usually omitted), and by the secularized 
imaginativity that produced “Jingle bells,” 
“I'll be home for Christmas,” and 
“Grandma got run over by a reindeer” (a bit 
of violence which Ted Baehr forgot to rail 
against). Ina culture which abhors virginity 
as much as it favours abortion, pop artists do 
not sing of Herod’s murder of Bethlehem’s 
babies--perhaps only Christians still under- 
stand the lament of “The Coventry carol” 
which gets closer to the real meaning of 
Christmas than “Deck the halls.” 

Scholars of carols were recently blessed 
with The New Oxford Book of Carols (edited 
by Keyte & Parrott), a fine reference book 
which costs just marginally less than a year’s 
tuition. Those of you who must operate on 
budget-mode may be content to sample the 
college’s CD collection of carol recordings 
in the library. I'd like to suggest just a few 
to initiate your listening and sing-along 
pleasure: Christmas Carols from King's, 
Mahalia Jackson’s Silent Night, the Quink 
Ensemble’s Carols Around the World, the 
French Noel en Choeur, and to be sure, 
Christmas with the London Brass. 


instrumentation Creates a vivid historical 
picture and immediately draws one back to 
the way the carols may have first been written 
and performed. Cockburn’s ability to create a 
historical context in the music appears most 
clearly in “Les Anges Dans Nos Campagnes” 
(“Angles We Have Heard on High”) as well 
as in the haunting interpretations of “Down in 
Yon Forest” and “The Huron Carol.” 

Cockburn is not only concerned with the 
historical context of Christmas carols but is 
also inspired by their spiritual foundation. As 
Cockburn himself says, “I’ve loved Christmas 
music, al least the spiritually inspired kind, 
for as long as | can remember.” From the 
sixteenth century Spanish carol, “Riu Riu 
Chiu,” to recent black gospel songs such as 
“Go Tell It On The Mountain,” the same 
testimony of faith in Jesus Christ is evident. 

Christmas acts as a wonderful survey of 
the expression of Christian profession 
throughout history and across cultures. 
Hopefully, this collection of unique and 
creative interpretations of Christmas carols 
will assist you in the struggle against a 
sentimental and materialistic Christmas. 
Explore it for yourself and see what moves 
you. 


ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR 


Dec. 10 Redeemer Choir Concert--Redeemer College Auditorium 
Dec. 10 Christmas at the Cathedral, Mohawk College Singers—Cathedral of Christ the 


Dec, 10, 11, 17, 18, 30, 31, Jan. 7, 8 Hamilton Theatre Inc.--The Saloonkeeper’s 


Daughter 


Dec.14 Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra--Ridou| Rachmaninoff, and Brahms, The 


Great Hall, Hamilton Place 


Dec. 14-18 New Faces Theatre--Season's Greetings, Studio Theatre of Hamilton Place 


Dec. 16 A Christmas Concert--Hamilton Place, featuring ..agood Hardy, Liona Boyd, 
Bach Elgar Choir, Quartetto Gelato, and Andree Bernard 


Dec. 17 Christmas Concert--Hamilton Place, with Hamilton Philharmonic Youth 
Orchestra, Lorelei Singers, Hamilton Children’s Choir, and the Canadian Orpheus 


Male Choir 


Dec, 19 Auditions for New Faces Theatre for performers between 16 and 25, apointments 
must be made in advance (call me for more info) 


Holiday 


Movie Guide! 


by Stephen Altena & Shelley Hogeveen 


Planning to catch a few movies during the break once the services, functions, and “doing the 


family thing” have finally run out? Why not broaden your interests past recent Hollywood stuff 


and take a look at some of the great classic films? Since (contrary to popular opinion) not every 
movie is of good quality just because it came from the silver screen age, we thought we would 
start you on your way to becoming a genuine old movie buff with a few recommendations 


Check your local T.V. listings for the Christmas classics. The rest you should be able to find at 
any video store. 


Christmas Warm Fuzzies 


It’s A Wonderful Life: James Stewart, Donna Reed, 1946 -A man at the brink of suicide learns 
from an eccentric angel what life would have been like had he never been born. 


A Christmas Carol: Catch the 1951 version with Alistair Sim as Scrooge. There are other 
versions, but this one’s the best! 


Miracle on 34th Street: 1947 -A young girl (Natalie Wood) has Christmas spirit rekindled in 
her by a department store Santa claiming to be the real thing. Yes, it is a secular sentiment, but 
it is an endearing movie all the same. 


Holiday Inn: Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, 1942 -A fluffy musical, best known for the classic 
song, “White Christmas”. Another Crosby Christmas favourite movie, “White Christmas”, is 
a remake of this film. See “Holiday”, it’s better.., 


‘Drama/Melodrama (break out the Kleenex...) 


Citizen Kane: Orson Welles, Joseph Cotten, 1941 -Near-flawless masterpiece directed by Orson 
Welles, it’s about a reporter seeking the truth behind the strange life of a dead millionaire. 
Features techniques unseen before by audiences of the time. 

Casablanca: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, 1942. There’s a new anniversary edition out, 
with the original trailer and more footage. Avoid colourised versions! 


Rebel Without A Cause: James Dean, Natalie Wood, 1955 -Ultimate teen angst movie. Too 
many people hang up his posters without having seen any of his work or what made him a 
legend... 


Suspense/Adventure 


Dial”M” For Murder: Grace Kelly, Ray Milland. Hitchcock's always a great choice for plot 
twists. This one’s one of his best thrillers: about a man’s attempt to kill his wife. Kelly is 
absolutely gorgeous on the screen. Highly recommended!! 


Cape Fear: Gregory Peck, Robert Mitchum, 1962 -This is the ORJGINAL!! DeNiro has 
NOTHING on the brooding presence of Mitchum. 


Frankenstein: Boris Karloff, 1931 -Again, the original. Scary then, campy fun now 


The African Queen: Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hepburn, 1951. He’s a drunk, she’s a 
spinster missionary, stuck on a boat together and trying to avoid German soldiers. Great 
chemistry between them 


For Whom The Bell Tolls: Gary Cooper, Ingrid Bergman. Set among gypsy rebels in the 
Spanish Civil War. Cooper and Bergman are excellent and their unusual combination makes the 
film. 

Comedies 


Ninotchka: Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, 1939 -"GARBO LAUGHS!" ran the ads for this 
her first comedy. Soviet commissar in Paris to track down missing trade envoys, while a 
Parisian tries to seduce her. 


Some Like It Hot: Marilyn Monroe, Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis, 1959 -If you've got the 
Marilyn paraphernalia, you really should see at least one of her films, and this one is a riot, full 
of chases and star-crossed, cross-dressing lovers. 

Harvey; James Stewart, Josephine Hull, 1950, Elwood P. Dowd (Stewart) interacts with 


invisible six-foot rabbit named Harvey, while relatives try to have Elwood put away. One of 
Stewart's best. 


West Side Story--1961, Natalie Wood, Richard Beymer. Updated Romeo & Juliet, set in 
1950's New York with gangs as the rival sides. Won best picture and supporting actors Oscars. 


CHRISTMAS CARTOONS 


You remember these classics that come out every year: The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, 
Frosty the Snowman, and the stop-go action of Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer? It's notable 
that among all the secular versions of Christmas spirit, “A Charlie Brown Christmas” manages 
to combine Christmas trees and presents with the Nativity story in a lovely recitation from 
Linus himself. There are also a couple of newer cartoons that, although they probably won't be 
as lasting as the others, are a lot of fun to watch. Highly recommended is the “It's A Wonder- 
ful Life Tiny Toons Christmas Special”, which takes razor sharp cuts at everything in popular 
culture, such as William Shatner (come . . . they told him. . . parum pum pum . . . pum) and 
old classics, with references to "Rosebud" in a particularly snowy scene (don’t give it away to 
anybody who isn’t in the know!) and a large rabbit sounding remarkably like Jimmy Stewart 
showing Buster Bunny what Toon studios would be like without him. And for all you Muppet 
fans (don't forget A Muppet Christmas Carol out on video), there is, according to our esteemed 
chief editor, a Jim Henson Christmas special featuring the Muppets, Sesame Street, and the 
Fraggles--not to be missed is Big Bird being chased by the Swedish Chef bearing a cleaver! (If 
you see this show, PLEASE let us know after the break, so we can confirm that it wasn’t just a 
figment of Dennis's rather overactive imagination...) 


Be the first kid on your block to see them all! 


MUSCLE 


BASKETBALL! 


by Eric Lammers 


This past Saturday the Redeemer Basketball 
team travelled across town to battle arch rival 
Mohawk, seeking revenge on the team that 
gave them an early exit in last season's 
playoffs. In a thrilling contest the Royals 
prevailed in overtime, 58 - 54. Redeemer was 
once again led by Janine VanNord whose 
intense play and determination resulted in a 
phenomenal 30 points. After coming up short 
against Seneca and Humber the Royals are 
optimistic that this emotional victory will 
change their fortunes 

The Royals are a very talented team. 

Unfortunately they have been unable to work 
together as a team. If the Royals’ chemistry 
improves this team could go places. The 
Royals are solid in the middle with the ever 
improving Chris Hogeterp, who proved her 
worth against Mohawk by pulling down 18 
rebounds. The Royal also have a very skilled 
guard in Frances Manias. Her ball handling 
skills are perhaps the best the Redeemer team 
has seen, Michelle Schouten is also quite a 
talent, scoring 14 points against Humber. 
The team is undeniably loaded with talent. 
Now the coaches and players must concen- 
trate on working together and playing as a 
team. 

The Royals faced a huge task in 
playing Seneca College last Wednesday. The 
Royals reveal signs of improvement against 
this team which is ranked second in the 
Ontario. The Royals lost this match 72-47, 
But they had an outstanding second half in 
which they were outscored by the slimmest of 
margins 24-23. Perhaps it took the first half 
for Frances to recover from shooting 1000 
free throws to raise money for her mission 
trip. 

During the Christmas break while 
Frances is using her basketball skills to spread 
the gospel, the other Royals should ponder 
the success they could achieve in the new 
year 


Huskies Indicted 
On Royal Courts 


by Aaron Schat 


On Wednesday, December |, the George 
Brown Huskies visited Redeemer College to 
take on the Lady Royals in Women’s OCAA 
volleyball action. The Royals, coming off a 
long weekend road trip in Ottawa, faced an 
indisputably weaker George Brown squad, 
and came out on top with a 3-0 sweep in the 
best of five match. 

In the first game, the Royals came out 
forcefully, jumping to a 12-2 lead and 
finishing with a 15-7 victory. They appeared 
to lose some intensity in the early going of the 
second game, but with some strong play by 
their veterans, battled back from a 12-7 
deficit to tie the game at 14-14. The Huskies 
had three opportunities to take the game, but 
were unable to produce the perpetually 
essential game point, as the Royals prevailed, 
17-16. 

In the final game, the Royals again 
leapt to a presumably insurmountable lead, 
but the Huskies fought back doggedly and the 
Royals faced a 13-10 deficit. However, the 
Royals forged onward, tied the game, and in 
another exciting finale, finished off the 
Huskies, 17-15. 

Although at times during the match 
the Royals had difficulty maintaining intensity 
against their languid competition, it was 
clearly evident that this women’s volleyball 
team has an abundance of talent, both new 
and experienced, and should be in for a 
successful season. 


Royals Scoreboard 


Womens's Basketball 


Humber 85 Redeemer 58 
Seneca 72 Redeemer 47 
Redeemer 58 Mohawk 54 


Women's Volleyball 
Redeemer 3g Mohawk lg 
Crossover Tourny at Algonquin: 
2 Wins, 2 Losses 


Redeemer 3g George Brown 0g 


nights & Royal 


by Jim Krale 


Though the Calvin Knights scored more goals 
in the 1993 Rendez-Vous Series, our own 
Redeemer Royals were not the losers. The 
Royals certainly did not hand Calvin’s team 
either of the two games; rather they grabbed 
hold of the role of under-dog and used that to 
their maximum advantage. 

Calvin College came to Hamilton this 
year with a very strong team. They knew it 
and we knew it. All but three of their players 
are junior or senior students and only a few 
are rookies this year. A win for the home 
team was not expected. The Royals 
approached the weekend hoping to keep 
Calvin's score respectable and to get’on the 
scoreboard in both games. 

Yet, as the big weekend approached, 
our guys seemed less and less content to 
simply keep the score respectable. Lead by 
an enthusiastic group of veteran players, the 
Royals worked hard as a team, to ready 
themselves for the battle. The two practices 
during the week before the series went well. 
The veterans also called a number of team 
meetings throughout the week to encourage 
each other and to prepare mentally for the 
Knights. Encouragement and support were 
the attitude right up to the minute the Royals 
took to the ice Friday night. 

Friday's game appears to have gone 
as expected. The Knight’s scored thirteen 
times and the stands erupted once we scored 
our only goal. Yet the numbers that the fans 
may not see tell a different story. In the first 
period, Calvin sent the puck in the direction 
of our net thirty-eight times. This sounds 
right considering the score. However, in the 
second and third acts, the script reads 
differently. Eighteen times in the second and 
only twelve times in the final twenty minutes 
of play did the Royals let the Knights shoot at 
our net. Our guys were standing up to the 
generally bigger Knights and getting in their 
face when they were in our end. 

The story gets better. Saturday 
morning the team got together for breakfast 
and to watch a video of the previous night's 


The Lammers Line: 
Predictions 


by Eric Lammers 


Toronto Blue Jays fans, take note. On Dec. 
10, 1993, Eric Lammers predicts that the 
Cleveland Indians will be the Eastern division 
champions, Inspired by their new stadium 
and the arrival of two highly capable veterans 
Eddie Murray and Dennis Martinez the 
Indians will be a real force. 

* When will the NCAA develop a half 
decent system to determine the nation’s best 
football team? This would end the perennial 


Men's Volleyball 


Algonquin 2g 
Redeemer 2g 
Redeemer 2g 
Redeemer 3g 


Redeemer |g 

St. Lawrence 0g 
Flemming lg 
George Brown 0g 


Hockey 


Calvin 12 
Calvin | 1 


Redeemer | 
Redeemer 3 


S Both Winners 


game. Breakfast helped to reinforce the 
already strong feelings of group responsibility 
for the team, and the video--Coach Ralph 
Luimes said during the first intermission 
Saturday evening, "That video taught you 
guys more than I thought it would!" You see, 
a slightly different squad represented our 
College on Saturday night. Calvin was in for 
a suprise. 

Fifty seconds into the game our guys 
had a shot on Calvin’s net, a full ninety 
seconds before Calvin was allowed the same 
priviledge. In fact when we scored first, 
Calvin was out-shot three to one. The 
Royals, through watching the video, had 
learned that this big bad Calvin team was not 
necessarily better. They kept the Knights to 
less than twenty-two shots a period 
throughout the whole game. Not only that 
but the Calvin net buldged twice more during 
the first and second periods. Redeemer was 
able to hold on for only so long though. The 
beating that they took during the first two 
sessions took their toll and our guys tired out. 

Redeemer's team, though tired and 
sore, played the two best games of the 
season. They certainly made Calvin work for 
their win. In the opinion of this somewhat 
biased manager, the Royals can wear their 
bruises with pride--they represented our 
school in the best way that they could! 


argument over who really was the nation’s 
number one team. Perhaps John By! should 
send the head honchos of the NCAA his 
book, Organizing Successful Tournaments, 
This year in an effort to clarify things the 
NCAA has said the National champion will 
be determined by the winner of the Orange 
bowl, between Florida State and Nebraska. 
Florida State has already lost this year. 
Conceivable they could be the National 
champions while teams like Auburn and West 
Virginia could go the entire year without 


THE REDEEMER COLLEGE SPORTING LIFE PAGE 
ERIC LAMMERS & RALPH POT--EDITORS 


Twenty-two 
Teams! 


wow! 


by Ralph Pot 


Last night Intramural volleyball came to an 
end. Participation in this tournament was 
immense with a total of twenty-two teams 
involved. I do believe that this was the most 
teams ever signed up for one intramural 
tournament in the history of Redeemer 
College Intramurals. High-fives all around 
for the breaking of this long standing record 

Congratulations also to Steve Bock 
who ran this ever-successful tournament 
With twenty-two teams to deal with, Mr 
Bock still managed to ensure each team at 
least three games and complete the entire 
tournament by Christmas. What a guy! 

Next semester should start off with a 
bang, or a kick anyway, as Lisa Breukelman 
organizes the indoor soccer tournament. This 
is always a favourite amongst Redeemer 
students, although it can tend to become a 
little rough at times. Just ask Kathy Bock or 
Aaron Harnden. It might be a pretty good 
idea to get hold of a pair of shin pads before 
you run on the floor in reckless abandon next 
semester. Maybe put them on your Christmas 
list. 

As exams loom largely in our future, 
let us not become downcast. For the gym is 
still open. Intramurals may be over for the 
year, but kicking a soccer ball around in the 
gym serves as a great stress relief. And its 
good practice for next year! I hope all of you 
have a great Christmas break, and remember 
to stay actrve. Don't watch too many 
Christmas specials on television. You have 
got to stay in shape for intramurals. Go and 
play some pond hockey, make a snow angel, 
build a snowman, go skiing...anything to 
work off all that turkey you will be eating 
As for me however, I will be seeing plenty of 
Turkey during my Christmas break. 

Oh yeah! Have a blessed Christmas 
and a zesty New Year and see you in January. 


wis 


losing a game and not be considered the 
nation’s number one team. 

* This year there are several candi- 
dates for the Vezina trophy. Patrick Roy, 
Curtis Joseph, Mike Richter and of course 
Felix Potvin are all having incredible seasons. 

* One final comment. Is it just me or 
are the T.S.N. broadcasters really brutal. I 
propose that J.D. apply for the job. His 
enthusiasm and knowledge of sports would be 
an inspiration to the sad sacks currently 
employed by T.S.N.. 
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TARTUFFE: A Mis-Directed Romp 


PORNOGRAPHY 


by David Geoffrey Koudys 


“The Wrath of God is being revealed from 
heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by 
their wickedness _" -Romans 1;18-20 

We live with a Disneyland-like mentality 
when it comes to pornography; if it doesn't 
affect us directly, we think it isn’t there and 
we ignore it. 

Furthermore, who in our society today, 
with our concern for rain forests, ozone 
layers and saving baby seals, would tolerate 
the exploitation of women? 

Aren't we, as a society, above these 
kinds of things? 

Apparently not. 

My friend and I were in Toronto. I 
started to notice a major theme of the stores 
on Young Street. They were advertising what 


some would call “art.” “XXX Screens,” 
“Live Strippers Daily,” “Exotic Entertain- 


ment Only” were displayed on signs, 
billboards, posters and store fronts. Previ- 
ously, I've never worried about these places— 
you won't catch me going into one of them so 
why should I notice them? - Romans 1:21-23 

I was horrifically surprised, however, 
when I started counting the actual number of 
stores that dealt specifically with this per- 
verted idea of sex. Nine to twelve stores per 
block and four to five stores in a row in some 
areas were the numbers I came up with. 

People should be able to do what they 
want with their time and money as long as it 
does not infringe on my life, I thought 
naively 

There was a seventeen-year-old girl in 
St. Catharines who thought the same thing. 

Society screams about the atrocities 
performed against women—date rape, wife or 
girlfriend abuse, incest, women being treated 
like objects—and yet they aren't dealing with 
the root of the problem. When we see attacks 
on women, what do we do? Men-bashing 
occurs, laws are imposed that are less than a 
band-aid solution. Sexual harassment laws 
aren't going to stop the abuse of women. - 
Romans |:24-25 

One must go to the root of the problem. 

Then should we ban pornography? Am I 
advocating something that goes against 
someone else's right of free speech? 

We cannot get caught up in the rhetoric 
that adult entertainment is “safe sex” and 
should be promoted because it stops actual 
sexual intercourse from happening, cutting 
down on unwanted pregnancies and sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

Most men do not suffer from distorted 
visions of females and sex that these shops 
are selling. However, if one guy out of a 
hundred leaves a strip bar or an adult 
entertainment store and then sexually attacks a 
female because he is on a lust “high,” 
whether she's his wife or a complete stranger, 
then these places really aren’t a reasonable 
outlet for “safe sex.” 

Again the owners and proprietors of 
these places say, “I cannot be held responsi- 
ble for what goes on outside my establish- 
ment.” 

True enough, and if I were to leave a 
loaded gun lying around my house and 
someone were to take that gun and go kill 
someone with it, it’s not really my fault, is it? 
I didn’t do the actual attacking but I am part 
of the problem. I must be held responsible 
for leaving that gun lying around in the first 
place. 

Society should consider what it is doing 
to stop all forms of violence. Are we doing 
enough? The first and biggest step to end 
violence against women is education, 

Educate the people so that they find pornogra- 
phy morally unacceptable. 

We must stop this obscene perversion 
now. It’s either their rights or ours in the 
long run, - Romans 1:28-32 

In all your endeavours may our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ be your strength. 


David Geoffrey Koudys is a regular columnist for 
the CROWN. We haven't thought of a name for his 
column yet, but that will be rectified next issue. 


by Dennis VanStaalduinen 


Moliere’s 7Zartuffe, this semester's play, 
represents the first “period piece” (definition: 
a play more than 100 years old—to be done in 
costumes and setting reminiscent of the 
playwright’s contemporary milieu) to be 
undertaken by the Redeemer College Theatre 
Department on the auditorium stage. As 
such, it represents something of a milestone 
in the history of the department, as well as 
being a significant challenge. Kudos to the 
department for putting on such an entertaining 
show under such pressures. On the whole, 
the play was engaging and provocative and 
dealt with some highly relevant issues in a 
cheeky, but fair-minded way. It was a good 
choice for the college at this point in its 
history. 

These highlights stand out in my mind: 
Craig Nadon’s nicely measured comic-strip 
histrionics in the role of Orgon; the period 
makeup, transforming players into elegant 
clowns; Winston Neutel’s intense, almost 
overwhelming sincerity in the title role; the 
costumes (oh the costumes!); Hanna Julien’s 
playful domineering in the role of Dorine; the 
set, sumptuous, sober, and richly coloured in 
gold, orange, and mahogany featuring some 
really nice period detail work; the modern 
playing of some difficult text, accomplishing 
the almost impossible naturalization of forced- 
rhyme poetry; the period organ music— 
delicate, distant, restrained—like a sad dance 
between scenes. But unfortunately when I 
look back and try to think of the play as a 
whole, I cannot. The nice pieces I’ve just 
mentioned only work if they are taken out of 
context with the rest of the pieces. The two 
main characters, for example—Orgon and 
Tartuffe—were being played from two 
different schools of dramatic form. Both 
were good in their way, but high tragedy does 
not mesh with slapstick comedy. Winston 
Neutel’s eerie, innocent Tartuffe would have 
been a cogent choice if such a portrayal fit a 
broader pattern—perhaps if the rest of the 
characters played it straight as well, or 
perhaps if they were seen as being the 
conniving ones in the play. Craig Nadon’s 
uproarious buffoonery as Orgon likewise 
would have worked if that were consistent 
with the overall tone of the piece. As it was, 
these two defined the polar opposites between 
which the other characters had to play and the 
Strain was obvious. Stephen Altena and 
Shelley Hogeveen—as Cleante and Elmire, 
respectively—seemed to suffer the most from 
this stylistic wavering, since they relied so 
heavily on both Neutel and Nadon for their 
energy. In addition, Nadon often seemed to 
dominate the stage at the expense of the 
others, while Winston Neutel did not seem to 
dominate it enough. Hogeveen was strong 
nevertheless, and Altena, while somewhat 
suff, lent a poise lacking elsewhere. Andrea 
Vander Kooij was good in the role of 
Mariane, but she needs a more consistent 
sense of stage rhythm—which will come with 
experience. Lies van Arragon, Joel Bootsma, 
Gary Hoftyzer, and Mark Tavenor would 
benefit from a deeper understanding of 
character—their portrayals, while entertain- 
ing, were more charicatures than characteri- 
zations. James deBoer had a deeper sense of 
character, but was a touch too mechanical in 
his delivery and in his execution of blocking. 
Rebecca Neutel didn’t say much. 

At Thursday night's discussion, Set 
Designer David Antscherl said something to 
the effect that his sombre, dignified set posed 
an interesting contrast to the tomfoolery 
played out upon it, But to me, the set was 
entirely discordant with the lightness of the 
piece—certainly out of synch with Nadon’s 
manic energy. It was beautifully executed, 
but oppressive—top-heavy and stifling—right 
perhaps for the tone of the plays of Corneille, 
wrong for the tone of Moliere and Tartuffe. 

I also felt that much of the comedy was 
lost in the flat, prosaic treatment of the text. 


Corny rhymes form part of the un-self- 
consciously self-conscious charm of the play, 
but these were lost in the loss of the verse . 
The treatment was seemingly being informed 
by the sort of techniques used to analyze 
Shakespearean blank verse, and really, it was 
done surprisingly well, considering that the 
actors were thus working against the script. 
But rhyming verse cannot be treated the same 
way as unrhymed tambic pentameter. Asa 
result of this choice, the rhymes seemed more 
like unhappy accidents than the highlights 
they could be in a more sensitive treatment. 
Also, this was an anachronistic, post- 
Stanislavsky treatment of period text, which 
added further stylistic confusion to the overall 
jumble. 

Because of some character choices 
mentioned previously and because of some 
awkward blocking, the seduction scene 
was...well, awkward. It needed to be funny 


Soapbox: 


TOGETHER WE STAND 


by Kathryn Bock 


I would like to share my response to a 
recent article published in the last issue of 
the CROWN. Peter Ton, a fellow student 
of Redeemer College, voiced his opinions 
of “evangelical” theology. His comment 
was that his “understanding of the 
evangelical faith is limited,” and I do not 
personally believe that ignorance is a very 
good position for anyone to take. We 
must learn to be aware of the beliefs of 
others, and in this way, give them the 
representation that they deserve. 

First of all, let me establish the 
credibility of my response to this article. 
I have gone to a Brethren church from my 
birth until the present time. I am 
presently dating someone with a Christian 
Reformed background and many of the 
issues that were outlined in Peter's article 
have been our topic of conversation, so I 
fully understand the varying beliefs that 
are held. 

My first area of concern with 
regards to this article is the misuse of the 
term “evangelical.” I researched this 
word in Webster's Dictionary and 
discovered that evangelical means this: 
“pertaining to or in keeping with the 
Gospels and their teaching, and belonging 
to the Christian churches that emphasize 
the authority of the Scriptures, in 
Opposition to the institutional authority of 
the church itself, and that states personal 
conversion through faith in Christ.” 

This definition clearly envelops 
many different Christian denominations, 
including the Reformed church. I think 
that in order to have a clearer view of 
these denominations, we must understand 
that we all believe one main thing: that 
Christ came to earth, that He died, and 
that He rose again in order to save us 
from our sins. These factors are really 
all that matter to God, and should really 
be our main focus as Christians. 
Colossians 2:16 & 17 says, “Therefore do 
not let anyone judge you by what you eat 
or drink, or with regard to a religious 
festival, a New Moon celebration, or a 
Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the 
things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ.” 

Now that we agree that the matter of 
paramount importance is our salvation, 
and that all these other matters are just 
peripheral issues, I will attempt to educate 
you as to what the non-Reformed position 
is on these issues, I do not expect you to 
agree with this position, but I think that as 
fellow Christians, we must be willing to 
understand each other's viewpoints. 

On the matter of predestination, 


as well as threatening, but while it attempted 
the latter, it acheived neither. 

Acting and technical aspects of the show 
were really quite good on their own. But 
noble efforts in the trenches were con- 
founded by the lack of a unifying vision at 
the top. 

In short, Tartuffe was competently 
staged and well worth seeing, but Redeemer 
can do better. 

(note: I saw the show again on Saturday 
night; Redeemer did do better. The lines 
flowed better (more poetically), and the 
minor characters seemed much more 
comfortable and natural in their roles. It was 
also--on the whole However, most of my 
major criticisms--i.e. set-clash and lack of 
unified direction, as well as stylistic conflicts 


between principle characters--still stand 
D.VanS.) 


which is of course a very difficult issue to 
deal with, non-Reformed denominations 
do not believe that they can save them- 
selves by any means. God is the ultimate 
Judge, and only He can show mercy and 
provide grace to save us from our sins. 
Non-Reformed denominations do believe 
that God ts all-knowing and that He leads 
us on a path towards salvation, but if we 
refuse God, He is not at fault for our 
rejection of His tremendous gift. Rather, 
we have been the cause of our own 
destruction. God has not created us as 
robots, but has given us choices that will 
either lead us closer to God or push us 
farther away. 

Another of the major differences 
between the Reformed denomination and 
other evangelical denominations is that of 
baptism. Baptism is a symbol of the 
inner baptism that Christ performs to 
cleanse us from our sins. I Peter 3:21 
says that “. . . this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also—not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a good conscience toward 
God.” Non-Reformed denominations 
administer baptism when an individual 
has decided to follow Christ because at 
this time, the individual is able to make 
that pledge between God and himself 
One thing that must be realized is the fact 
that whenever an individual is baptized, it 
does not save him; it is still just a symbol 
and must not be cause for our disunity 

One last point that I feel I must 
refute from Peter's article is the comment 
that non-Reformed denominations are 
permeated by “. . . some [who] have a 
very strong faith, while there are others 
who do not appear very committed to 
modelling their lives after Jesus.” This 
is, unfortunately, very true, but it is not 
limited to just certain denominations. 

Our society on the whole is becoming a 
real battleground in which Christians are 
finding it difficult to live truthfully 
according to God's Word. This is just 
one of the many reasons that I believe 
we, as Christians, must learn to live in 
unity with each other. Life is tough, but 
Christ has commanded that we must 
endure together as members of the body 
of Christ. 

We must learn to look at the reasons 
why we believe certain things and not just 
take them for granted for the sake of 
tradition. We must also put aside our 
traditions and search the Bible for its 
answers, so that we can understand what 
God requires of us. 

All of these issues are peripheral to 
the truth of the salvation that Christ has 
made available to us, so we can agree to 
disagree and still stand together as salt 
and light in this difficult world we live 
in! < 


KX TREMITIE 


Meditation: Of Marshall Fields, and the Coming of Immanuel 


by David T. Koyzis 


One of my favourite memories as a child was 
of going down to Chicago’s “Loop” (the 
city’s inner core encircled by elevated railway 
tracks) and visiting the Marshall Field’s 
department store during the pre-Christmas 
shopping season. Probably most middle-class 
children growing up in the Chicago area 
have, at one time or another, had lunch at the 
foot of the huge Christmas tree in the Walnut 
Room, or stood in a long line of youngsters to 
sit for one brief moment on the lap of a 
white-bearded man in a red suit. But the best 
part of all is to walk down State Street outside 
the store to view the elaborately designed 
windows, which, if one begins at the proper 
end, tell a story of some sort—perhaps a well- 
known fairy tale or a specially made-up fable 
of Santa Claus and his elves busily making 
toys and other gifts for good little girls and 
boy S 
For those of us who were Christians, we 

naturally understood that Christmas was the 
day we celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ 
and that the secular holiday coinciding with 
our own observance seemed to have little 
connection with it. We were quite aware of 
the difference between such Christmas carols 

s “Deck the Halls” and “Jolly Old Saint 
Nicholas,” on the one hand, and “Joy to the 
World” and “O Come All Ye Faithful,” on 
the other. Only the latter two would we sing 
in church, while any one of the four we were 
likely to hear wafting over our heads indis- 
criminately from the sound system at Field's. 

But we were never sure what to do with 


that season of the church calendar known as 
Advent, which just happened to coincide 
with the secular shopping season. By the 
time I was in the upper grades, our family 
was attending a church that did indeed 
observe Advent. During the four Sundays 
preceding Christmas, we had an Advent 
wreath at the front of the sanctuary and 
someone would always light the proper 
candle for that particular Sunday. But all of 
the hymns we sang for these services were 
Christmas, and not Advent, hymns! More 
than twenty years later, looking through that 
same hymnal, I realized that there were only 
two or three hymns in the entire collection 
which could really qualify as Advent hymns. 
(“O Come, O Come, Immanuel” was one of 
the few. But other standards, such as 
“Saviour of the Nations, Come” and 
A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” were 
conspicuously absent.) 

The surrounding secular culture thinks 
that we are currently in the Christmas 
While the ancient Christians fasted 
during Advent in preparation for the joyful 
celebration of the birth of the Saviour, 
modern North Americans string up “Christ- 
mas” trees, lights and decorations, and they 
spend the period from about mid-November 
up to the twenty-fifth of December in a 
frenzied shopping spree that induces anxiety 
more than anything else. Perhaps the church 
of my youth had inadvertently allowed 
Christmas to creep into Advent under the 
influence of the surrounding culture. 
Indeed, I doubt that most of my fellow 
parishioners back then were aware that 


“Hark! 


season. 


Why | Moved Off-Campus 


by Karen Rodenburg 


I'm sure everyone has a list as long as their 
arm (depending upon which font they've 
chosen) of all the annoying things that the 
people they live with do. Like the goof who 
always gets locked out and rings the doorbell, 
but no one ever seems to hear him/her, or the 
telephone, for that matter. So after five 
rings, you decide that the people sitting right 
next to the phone aren’t going to get it, so 
you jump up, and just as you get down the 
stairs, the person on the other end hangs up. 
So you decide that next time the phone rings, 
you're not going to get it because the jerk at 
the other end a/ways hangs up on you before 
you get a chance to answer it. So when it 
rings again, it rings and rings and rings, and 
after the twenty-first ring, you decide, “Gosh, 
that guy’s just not going to give up,” so you 
jump up to get it anyway, and just as your 
hand touches the receiver, the guy at the other 
end hangs up. Frustrating, eh? Then you 
complain about that for a while to anyone 
who will listen to you (or even if they won't 
listen). 

50 you go back up to your room, and 
with one last glance around the room, begin 
to study again. As you turn the first page, 
someone from down the hall comes in, 
(without knocking, of course) and asks if you 
have a stapler. So you tell them, “Of course 
I don’t have a stapler, all the staples I could 
ever want are free for the taking in the 
library.” So then you start talking about how 
generous the school is to give away staples, 
and how lucky you are that you're getting 
your 10,000 bucks’ worth. Then you begin to 
discuss ways to get around the fuss we had 
last year about the stapler. You think it 
would be good to just let us hand in our 
papers as scroll, rather than as a booklet 
because it looks like you've been so much 
more productive when you hand in a thirty- 
foot piece of paper rather than a little booklet 
with a staple in the corner. But then you 
realize that if we handed in our papers as 
scrolls, everyone would expect free tape from 
the library to stick our essays to the dowel- 
ling. And then you talk about the tough 


economic times, and how your Uncle Bob, 
who's got three young children and a 
pregnant wife, just lost his job, and how 
you've got to have a really good education to 
get a job even pumping gas. So you decide 
you're not going to marry Bud, the Esso boy, 
because as cute as he is, he'll never get a 


good education, and you don’t want to have to 


be the bread-winner in your family, because 
that would crush his male ego, and then you 
finally say, “Gosh. I really should get back to 
work” (and you wonder why you said back 
because that implies that you were doing 
work already, which you weren't) So you go 
down to the kitchen to make a cup of coffee, 
and you realize that you have no sugar, so 
you go across the porch to the neighbours’, 
and they’re all playing cards, and they know 
you want to play, but they don’t want you to, 
but they ask you anyways, (just to be nice). 
And you say ‘Wellllll..... I really 
shouldn't.” So after you play a few hands, 
you realize that you've left the water boiling 
on the stove at your place, and when you get 
there, the windows are all fogged up, and the 
place looks like a sauna, but hey, it’s cozy. 
Then you realize that you have no sugar 
again, so you just drink a glass of milk, as 
you notice that there’s only fifteen minutes ‘til 
The A-Team comes on. So you scrap the idea 
of ever doing any homework, and your GPA 
drops so low that you get nasty little notes in 
your mailbox threatening to kick you out of 
your program. 

This kind of thing happened to me every 
day. And that’s why I moved off campus. 
Now I live in the basement of a nice little 
family with three young boys, an organ, and a 
recorder. As you may have guessed, the 
phrase “sleeping in” no longer exists in my 
vocabulary, unless it is preceded by “I never 
getto....”, and I have concluded that 
whoever coined the phrase “the pitter-patter 
of little feet” never actually lived below those 
little feet. But that's okay, because now the 
phone never rings, my roommate knows I 
don’t have any staples, and we've learned to 
build time for The A-Team into our study 


Ste pea like a sauna, but hey, it’s cozy. 


Advent and Christmas were all that different. 
I certainly was not. 

What is Advent then? It is the time 
when we anticipate the two comings of 
Christ. In a liturgical sense we look to his 
first coming in the Incarnation, which 
occurred almost exactly two thousand years 
ago. But we also await, both liturgically and 
literally, his second coming. Many of our 
Advent hymns include references to both 
appearances of our Lord, and those explicitly 
referring to one or the other are frequently 
overlaid with double meanings. 

One of the best known Advent hymns in 
the Reformation tradition is Philipp Nicolai’s 
“Wachet Auf, Ruft Uns die Stimme,” known 
in English translation as “Wake, Awake, for 
Night is Flying.” We are probably most 
familiar with this hymn in the form J.S. 
Bach gave it in his Cantata 140, Listen to 
the words of the second stanza: 


Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

and in her heart new joy is Springing. 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
For her Lord comes down all glorious 
and strong in grace, in truth victorious. 
Her star is risen, her light is come! 
Now come, O Blessed One, 

Lord Jesus, God's own Son. 


PROCLIVITIES 


Sing hosanna! 
We answer all in joy your call; 
we follow to the wedding hall. 


Based on Christ’s parable of the ten Virgins in 
Matthew 25: 1-13, this hymn is fraught with 
the sense of eager anticipation that all 
Christians have at the thought of the coming 
of our Saviour to inaugurate his eternal 
kingdom. It is this same sense of expectation 
that should characterize our observance of 
Advent. We know that Christ is coming, 
because we believe his promises. But we are 
also aware—perhaps with a mixed sense of 
pain and joy—that we are living in a “not 
yet” age. 

If you should ever make it to Chicago 
during December, by all means see the 
Field's windows on State Street. But be 
aware at the same time that, in the midst of a 
consumer culture which is unable to wait for 
much of anything, we are called as Christians 
to do precisely that—to wait. 


I wait for the Lord with longing; I put my 
hope in his word. My soul waits for the Lord 
more eagerly than watchmen for the morning. 
Like those who watch for the morning, let 
Israel look for the Lord (Psalm 130:5- 7a). 
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Music Survey Results 


by Wendy Baxter 


Well, after much waiting and wondering, I 
have received some responses to my article 
about music. I had hoped, obviously too 
optimistically, that I would be able to report 
my findings based on a survey of the entire 
campus, but alas, "tis not to be. So, I will not 
pretend that they are representative of the 
entire community. 

I received responses from about four 
students and two faculty members. The 
student answers came in a wide variety of 
types and styles. One group that was indicated 
in all the student responses was U2, and it is 
interesting to see how many other Irish or 
Irish-sounding groups also received favourable 
recognition. Some other Irish groups that are 
listened to are the Proclaimers and Enya, not 
to forget the Irish Rovers and Spirit of the 
West. Other Irish/British sounds enjoyed on 
this side of the “pond” are Peter Gabriel, Van 
Morrison, Sting and the Beatles. Some 
Canadian groups that are well-liked are Sarah 
Maclachlan, Cowboy Junkies and the Tragi- 
cally Hip. Music from other cultures included 
Midnight Oil and Daniel Lanois. 

Of the faculty who responded, computer 
services director Chris Knowles seems to listen 
to a wide variety of things, or as he says “I 
have a very eclectic taste in music”. David 
Koyzis sent me a long interesting note detailing 
his likes and dislikes, He says he does not 


care so much for “alternative grunge”--sorry 
guys, but he does like classical composers such 
as Vaughn-Williams and Maurice Ravel (my 
two favourite classical composers!) He was 
one of the few jazz fans who stepped forward 
to admit their tastes. Glen Miller was men- 
tioned both by Koyzis and by Alison Gresik 
along with Dave Brubeck, John Coltrane and 
the Coles, Nat and Natalie. As far as faculty 
tastes go I wormed a true confession out of Dr. 
Doelman who admitted that not only did he 
know who The Clash, Billy Bragg and Elvis 
Costello were, but he had been a trend-setter in 
his high-school by listening to them. Com- 
pared to Doelman, Dr. Loney’s tastes are 
rather staid; he listens to Vivaldi and Bach and 
other Baroque types. 

My favourite response of all, however, 
was given to me by Alicia Molenhuis who 
actually sent me a tape. I love this tape and 
I'm going to have trouble giving it back (it had 
Tom Waits and The The on it!) I would also 
like to thank Benita Wolters who apparently 
dedicated a song (Tom Waits no less!) to me at 
coffee-house, that I regrettably missed, but I 
must compliment her on her taste. 

Thank-you to those who responded both 
willingly and under coercion and if you have 
any more responses to give keep them coming 
because I could always do a follow up story. 
Oh, and by the way, since no one seems to ~ 
have any Tom Waits for me, how about The 
The? 


ea 


